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PREFACE. 

T HIS little work was undertaken with the object 
of throwing some light upon the life of Sir 
Peter Young of Seaton. The account of him by 
Dr Smith, in Latin, is now very rare ; in fact, in 
Scotland I only know of two copies, one in the 
Advocates’ Library, the other in my own possession. 
I at first intended to have only used the informa- 
tion in Smith’s Life , but I have considered it better 
to give a translation of this, prefixed by an introduc- 
tion containing all the facts I find it possible to 
collect. Small as this work is, the labour entailed 
has been very considerable. It is merely for private 
circulation ; and while I have done my best to be as 
accurate and impartial as possible, I am conscious of 
many defects. These are inevitable to one not much 
accustomed to historical composition, and I have to 
crave the indulgence of the critic, as the work has 
been, as it were, merely an effort to rescue facts from 
obscurity. I may not have made it as clear as I 
could wish, but my researches throw a pleasing light 
to me on the character of James. He seems to have 
truly loved his old servant and teacher, and was 
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undoubtedly deeply grateful to him to the end of his 
life. The old statesman and tutor also appears to 
have been much attached to his pupil and King. 

In conclusion, I have now to return my sincere 
thanks to William Troup, Esq., of E&stwell, Bridge of 
Allan, and to Dr Dickson of the Register House, Edin- 
burgh, for much kind assistance, and to the Society 
of Antiquaries of Scotland for leave to engrave the 
portrait of Sir Peter Young from their Proceedings. 

H. W. Y. 


27 Lauder Road, 
Edinburgh^ 1896. 
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LIFE OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON. 

By THOMAS SMITH, D.D. 1707. 

+ 

S OME one has most justly observed that in no 
way can the history of any country be pre- 
sented more acceptably or impressively than in the 
individual biography of some dominant person. The 
history of Scotland, at least as yet, presents few 
biographical portraits of its eminent men, and when 
the human aspects, as it were, of its greatest leaders 
are barely laid open to the student, the lives of those 
below that level have been almost entirely over- 
looked. 

The life of Sir Peter Young of Seaton, “ Knight 
of the Golden Order, Superintendant of the studies, 
and Almoner to the most Serene and brave James 
VI., King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland,” as 
his tombstone styles him, was a remarkable one. 
It presents many curious pictures of the Court of 
Scotland, and of the private life of a country gentle- 
man three hundred years ago. Although Sir Peter 
was never one of the highest powers in the land, yet 
the positions he filled with great ability and prudence, 
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and the estimation in which he was held by the King 
and his chief advisers, render his life of consider- 
able importance to the student of Scottish history. 

Peter Young was born at Dundee on the 15th 
day of August 1544. His father was John 
Young, merchant burgess of both Edinburgh and 
Dundee, a man of good standing and great respecta- 
bility ; and his mother, Margaret Scrymgeour, was 
a lady of great intelligence and beauty of character. 
She was a daughter of Scrymgeour of Glass well, and 
a sister of the famous Henry Scrymgeour, Professor 
of Philosophy and afterwards of Civil Law at Genoa. 
“ His mother Margaret,” says Mr Chalmers, “ was 
come of the noble and ancient family of Dudhope.” 
On his father’s side he appears to have claimed 
descent from the Youngs of Ouchterlony, for he says, 
“ My father’s family is very ancient.” The Youngs 
of Ouchterlony were the only ancient f amil y of that 
name, at least in Forfarshire. His grandson Peter 
claimed to be head of the name, his crest being 
described, “ Which coat is declared to be ye paternal! 
of ye name of Young.” 

As the family story has a touch of romance 
running through it from first to last, we will glance 
at the earliest trace of the Youngs in history. 

The Ouchterlonys of Ouchterlony exchanged the 

J. Ut J \A/ t Oft/V/Oy ^ 

voi. iii. p. 192. estate of Ouchterlony for the lands of Kenny, in the 
parish of Kingoldrum, in 1239. The new Lairds of 
Ouchterlony cannot be traced, but I find William 
Young was Laird of Ouchterlony in 1392. This 


P. Chalmers 
of Aldbar 
MSS. 


Stoddart’s 
Scottish Arms , 

pp. 215-311. 


Warden’s 
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estate is now called Lownie, and is, I believe, 
the property of the Dempsters of Dunnichen. The 
Lairds of Ouchterlony called themselves by their 
territorial title from 1239. William of Ouchterlony 
is witness to a charter in 1368. William Young of 
Ouchterlonie comes next, and this is the first mention 
of the name in history. He is stated by Wynton to Wynton, 
have been slain at the battle of Glasclune, fought 
in 1392, between the Highlanders under Duncan 
Stewart, and the Lairds of Forfarshire and their 
vassals under Sir David Lindsay of Glenesk. 

I have been long of the opinion that there could be 
little doubt that William Young, slain at Glasclune, 
was the ancestor of Sir Peter Young, and I notice that 
this opinion is held by Mr Warden. In his History of 
Forfarshire, he says : “ The ancestry of John Young, 
merchant burgess of Dundee, born 1497, we do 
not know, but he had been respectably connected. 1 
Wynton mentions William Young of Ouchterlony as 
among the slain of the Ogilvy party in 1392, in ‘ that 
duleful Daiverk at Glasclune.’ ” It is probable that 
the estate of Ouchterlony was lost or alienated about 
1450, during the Douglas wars, but the family acquired 
other lands, and several marriages occur between the 
Youngs of Seaton and Aldbar, descendants of Peter 
Young and the Ouchterlonys, who originally held the 
lands of that name, showing a close connection between 
the two families, which lasted down to the death of 
the last Laird of Aldbar in 1753, 


1 See Appendix, pages 81-82. 
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F rom his earliest years, Peter Young evinced great 
capacity for learning and quickness of fancy. His 
father had five children who reached mature years, 
three sons and two daughters. The eldest son, John, 
became Provost of the Collegiate Church of Dysart, 
but died in 1582, at the early age of 42 years. 
Peter, of whom we write, was the second son, and 
Alexander, Usher of the King’s Privy Chamber, the 
youngest. He died 29th September 1603, without 
issue, and bequeathed his lands about Elgin and 
Pittenweem to his brother Peter. Of the two 
daughters of J ohn Young, the eldest, Isabella, married 
a kinsman and namesake, the Ptev. John Young, who 
had settled in Ireland as a minister of the Established 
Church in Ulster. The grandson of Isabella took a 
distinguished part in the siege of Derry, and was 
attainted by James II. From Isabella are descended 
the Youngs of Baillieborough Castle, County Cavan, 
now holding the title of Baron Lisgar, and whose late 
representative was Governor-General of Canada, etc., 
etc. The other daughter probably died young ; her 
name was Johanna. Smith, in his Vitse lllustrum 
Scotorum , thus alludes to Peter Young in his early 
Smith, Vitce life. My quotation is from the old Latin : — “ Seeing his 

by Thomas . & 

Smith, d.d., lively genius, which was conspicuous in his childhood, 

Presbyter of , . „ . 

the Church his careful parents, according to the very commend- 

of England. ,, , c . „ , , J 

London, 1707. able custom of the country for the best upbringing of 

youth, and with increasing prosperity, put him during 

his boyhood under fit masters to be trained in a 

genteel and sound education, not, however, in the 
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dreams of notable ancestors, or of titles of honour, or 
of ample possessions, but in prudence, intrepidity, 
equanimity, sound learning, and in devotion to be 
esteemed as the most diligent/’ 

In 1562, at the age of 18, he was sent abroad for 
the purpose of completing his studies in a manner 
which it was impossible to do in Scotland at that 
disturbed period. Indeed, Mr J ames Melville tells 
us that there was no man in Scotland at that time ct seq. 
that could teach either Greek or Hebrew. 

He appears to have gone to Geneva, which was 
free from the wars, civil and religious, which at that 
time convulsed France and most parts of Europe. 
Here, no doubt by advice of his uncle, the famous 
Professor of Civil Law at Genoa, he put himself under 
the care of Theodore Beza, the friend of Calvin, and 
his successor in the chair of Theology at Geneva. A 
better choice could not have been made ; and to his 
education by the great Greek professor, and afterwards 
from his uncle, who also came to reside in Geneva, 
there can be no doubt that he owed his future success 
in life, and his being chosen by Murray as tutor to 
the young King. 

His association at Geneva with all the learned 
men who flocked thither to escape the persecutions 
and troubles of those sad days in Europe would be 
an education of itself, apart from the mere teachings 
of the schools and the use of the libraries there. 
Henry Scrymgeour was a very learned and eminent 
man, whose library was remarkable for its collection 
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Smith, Vitae, 
etc. , note to 
page 4 of 
Young’s life. 


of ancient manuscript books collected by himself in 
Italy, and he was then returning to Geneva with all 
the treasures he had gathered during his long con- 
nection with the University of Genoa. Peter Young, 1 
also for change and relaxation, visited the cities round 
Geneva, as Lausanne, where he acquired the friend- 
ship of William Stuckins, but “ always with the 
view of acquiring knowledge and learning,” — no easy 
matter in those evil days. 

In the beginning of the year 1569, the Earl of 
Moray appointed Mr Young as joint tutor with 
George Buchanan to the young King. Buchanan, 
who was at that time over sixty years of age, was 
hardly a suitable master for a child of three, and 
probably left much of the teaching to Young, con- 
tenting himself with a general oversight. To a man 
of Buchanan’s age and irritability, the charge of so 
young a boy must have been trying ; and from all I 
can gather he took little part in the King s early 
teaching. 2 Smith gives Buchanan full credit for his 
frank recognition of Mr Young as his colleague, and 


1 “This most learned man, dying in 1571, bequeathed his own 
select library, of great value — chiefly on account of the very many 
Greek MS. volumes — to the very dearly beloved son of his sister, 
our Young ; which afterwards, viz., about the year 1573, was by the 
assistance of his brother Alexander brought from Geneva to Scot- 
land.” For eulogy on Scrymgeour, see Thuanus, year 1571, and 
Causabon, Epist. 106, in Appendix. 

2 “ Regarding the genius and diverse manners of both the one and 
the other, of his rude, but of Young most gentle, in the instruction 
of the Prince.” — See Sir James Melville’s Memorials of Scotch Affairs 
under Mary Queen of Scots and James VI., p. 128. London, 1683. 
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his absolute freedom from all envy or wish to take 
any credit to himself at the expense of Young. 

I cannot think that Sir Peter Young gained much 
by his Court life. He himself says that his care of 
the King was a hobby. His father must have been 
a rich man, and Sir Peter was eventually his sole heir. 
His two brothers died childless ; and by Alexander, 
the King’s Usher, he got considerable estates in Fife, 
Perth, and Elginshire. He also certainly acquired 
money, and perhaps land, by his first wife, Elizabeth 
Gibb. “ On 4th February he married Elizabeth Gib, 
a daughter or grand-daugliter of Bobert Gib, jester 
to King James V., who was a good example of the 
proverb, that ‘ it takes a wise man to make a good 
fool.’ Kobert Gib became Laird of Carruber, and his 
descendants remained long about the Court, several 
of them having been knighted.” 1 I am inclined to 
think that had he lived quietly, and attended to his 
own affairs, he would have died a far richer man than 
he did. It appears that he built the old house at 
Easter Seaton immediately after his father’s death, 
probably with his father’s money, 2 and he also 

1 Warden’s History of Forfarshire, vol. ii. p. 300. 

2 In 1583 Sir Peter Young built a fine house on the site of an older 
mansion (belonging to John Carnegie of that Ilk), which had been 
plundered and destroyed by the Bishop of Moray. This house of 
Sir Peter’s stood near the present farm buildings of Easter Seaton. 
In the north gable there is still a stone which was originally in the old 
mansion -house. It is dated 1583, with the letters P. Y. and E. G. 
(Peter Young : Elizabeth Gibb). The avenue is still entire to the 
south of the present garden of Easter Seaton. The old house was 
large, two stories high, and finely panelled with oak. Warden calls 
it “an imposing structure.” 
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purchased more land about this period. In 1592 he 
bought the estate of Kinblethmont. So far as I can 
discover, he received no land from the King, but 
bought it with his own money. 

I dismiss the statement of Melville, 1 who says that 
he toadied to the King, his pupil. If he appeared to 
do so, it was likely by sheer contrast to the irritable 
temper of Buchanan ; and if he did, he seems to have 
got little for it beyond his pension. James loved 
him well, trusted him much, and was kind to him in 
providing for several of his sons, whom he placed in 
good positions, for which Sir Peter was truly grateful. 
Hi s letter of thanks to the King (Smith’s Life) seems 
to us overdone, and the language verbose ; but it was 
the fashion of the time, and the usual style, as 
witness the dedications of books to eminent persons 
in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

We may now leave the story of Young’s connec- 
tion with the King to be told by Dr Smith, and 
touch upon a few incidents less known, and with 
which his old biographer could not be acquainted. 

As a Privy Councillor of Scotland, Sir Peter Young 
was most distinguished and best known in his own 
time, as well as an Octavian and Queen’s Councillor. 
Ilis connection with the Privy Council began as 
early as the year 1586, and continued for the long 
period of thirty-six years, down to 1622, when he 

1 Melville was liis opponent regarding the Danish marriage. 
Melville was offered, and refused, the embassy which Young earned 
through successfully. 
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was 77 years of age. His last attendance appears to 
have been at the meeting of July 30, 1622. 1 

At page 113, Yol. IV., of the Register of the Privy 
Council , his admission is recorded as follows : — 

“ Mr Peter Young of Seytoun, His Hienis Maister 
Almossar, having explained to the King and Council 
the forme of his proceedings and negotiatioun with 
the Kingis Magistie of Denmark and his Council, 
according to the Directions and Instructions given, 
and send with him be the Kingis Ma.jestie,” it is 
declared the said Mr Peter “ hes trewlie, honestlie, 
and diligentlie performed his charge.” 

The said Mr Peter Young is admitted to be a 
member of the Privy Council, and, being present, 
gives his oath of office in the usual terms. 

As a member of the Privy Council his voice was 


1 About this date of his entering the Privy Council, I find the 
following in Rowe’s Church History , p. 108 : — 

“At the fifteenth assemblie holden at Edinburgh Maii 10, 1586, 
the King’s Majestees Commissioners, my Lord Privy Seall and Mr 
Peter Young, did show that the king himself could not be present 
nor come up to the assemblie, but desyred that at afternoon they 
would repair to the Chappell Royal at the Abbay, where he would 
speak his mind to them ; and in the meantime desyred they would 
surceasse and superceed the election of a moderator while that time ; 
to the wliilk the brithren agreed, with a protestation that it should 
not in time coming prejudge the liberty of the assemblie.” 

I also find Mr Young’s signature appended to “ ane short and 
generall confessional of the true Christian faith,” etc. (See Rowe, 
pp. 74-77.) This confession is signed by the King, Lennox, Argyle, 
Morton, and the whole of the King’s household. It is a confession 
(dated 28th January 1880(81)) of the Protestant faith, is most full 
and complete, and was “printed and openly selt out to all.” It 
condemns popery, adheres to “Christ’s Evangel,” and reads like a 
prehistoric shorter catechism. 
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Privy Council always in favour of mercy. When the King ordered 
the destruction of the M'Gregors, after the battle of 
Luss, he pled for justice, delay, and mercy in favour 
of that devoted clan. His pleading was not listened 
to by the King and Council, but it showed that he 
was fearless in the cause of justice. 

For the next twenty-six years, the regularity of 
his attendance at the meetings of the Privy Council 
was very marked. The Lord Chancellor in one place 
gives him the credit of being the most constant 
attender of all the members. This was kept up; 
and when he is long absent, it may be taken for 
granted that he was then in England with the King. 

I will give a few extracts from meetings of the 
Privy Council in the Appendix, which Mr Young was 
associated with personally. 

1613 - 28 . The editor of the Privy Council Records, Yol. X., 

1613-16, Pref., p. xii, says : “ Somewhat less frequent 
on the whole, hut ranging from about one meeting in 
four to one in five, were Lord Blantyre, and Sir Peter 
Young, the King’s old pedagogue.” 

Mention of him is made as present in Council on 
2nd and 4th March, several times between 8th July 
and 29th July 1613; several times between 14th 
December 1613 and 17 th February 1614, also 
between 9th June and 28th July of that year ; then 
again between 31st January 1615 and 23rd March, 
between 13th June and 27th July of that year; 
between 25th June and 1st August 1616, and on 
28th August and 18th September of that year. 
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In the same volume, p. Ill, record is made of a 
law-plea by him : “ Complaint by Sir Peter Young 

of Seatoun, knight, his Majesteis Maister Almusair, 
Elizabeth Gib, his spouse, and James and Harie 
Young, their sons, that Kobert Gray of Drymine 
remains unrelaxed from a horning of 4th March last, 
for not paying pursuers 5 bolls of wheat and 14 
bolls of bear for the teinds of the town and lands 
of Drymine for 1607, 1610, and 1611 ; and further, 
that defender unrelaxed from a horning of 6th April 
last, raised at the instance of the said Sir Peter 
Young, for not paying to him 2000 merks of principal 
and £200 of expenses ; whereupon Caption is granted 
against the defender.” 

In Vol. XI., also printed and published 1616-19, 
the editor says (Pref., p. cl) : — “ One thought one 
had done with Sir Peter Young, the preceptor of the 
King, long ago under George Buchanan, and known 
of old in the Council as His Majesty’s Eleemosynar ; 
but, lo ! at p. 267, under date 27th November 1617, 
the old gentleman reappears at the Council Board, 
and he is back there at intervals thenceforward for 
more than twenty attendances in all.” 

These attendances are on the following dates : — 

1617 — 27th November, 2nd, 4th, 9th, 11th, and 

18th December. 

1618 — 9th, 11th, 16th, 18th, and 25th June, and 

9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th July. 

1619 — 15th, 17th, 22nd, 24th, and 29th June. 

There is mention of a case of his before the 
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Council, on 17th July 1617, in which he complains 
that Kobert Lichtoun of Ullisheavin remains un- 
relaxed from a horning of 9th May last, for non- 
payment of 5000 merks of principal and £500 of 
expenses. The “ Maister Almosar ” appears per Mr 
Thomas Young, and caption is granted against. 

In Yol. XII. — 1619-22 — printed, but not yet 
published — there is no mention of him in the preface ; 
and in the volume there is only record of about fifty 
attendances at meetings of Council between 1st July 
1619 and 7th August 1621. 

After this, from an examination of the registers 
themselves up to 1629, he appears to have been 
present at meetings of Council on 16th, 18th, 25th, 
and 30th July 1622, but never afterwards, and no 
notice is taken of his absences, nor yet of his death. 
Had he died before his royal pupil, King James 
would probably have caused some notice to be taken 
of the event, but by that time men and circum- 
stances had considerably changed. 

In the Exchequer Bolls, however, after consider- 
able search, in the hope of finding some notice of a 
pension having been paid to him during his life, and 
when further search appeared to be hopeless, I came 
upon the following entry in 1629. The original is 
in Latin, but I give the substance of it. 

John, Lord Torphichen, on 28th July 1629, renders 
his account of the rents of the lands of Nether 
Torphichen from 24th January 1653, the date of the 
infeftment therein of James Sandilands, Lord of St 
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John's, and of his creation as Baron Torphichen. He 
narrates that, on 14th November 1569, King James 
granted a Letter of Pension to the late Sir Peter 
Young, his Majesty's Elimosinar, of the feu-farms of 
the lands and barony of Torphichen for all the days 
of his life ; and that there had been annually pay- 
ment made to Sir Peter, beginning at the term of 
Martinmas 1569 to Martinmas 1627 (this last being 
paid to his executors, for Sir Peter is said to have died 
on 7th January 1628), of the sum of £333, 6s. 8d. 
yearly, for forty-eight years, making £16,000 in all. 

In the same roll, J ohn Hamilton, feu-farmer of the 
lands of Thankerton, which formed part of the 
barony of Torphichen, also accounts from July 1604, 
and credits himself with the payment from that date to 
Whitsunday 1628, to the late Sir Peter Young and his 
executors, to the total sum of £235. In this entry 
mention is also made of Sir Peter's death as on 7th 
January 1628. The money, of course, is Scots money. 

The entry explains why there is no mention made 
of Sir Peter’s pension in the rolls during his life- 
time, when one would have most expected to find it. 
There had been no accounting made of Torphichen 
during all the time he was receiving it. 

In the year 1598 the King appointed eight able 
men to examine into the state of his landed and 
other property, with full powers to administer the 
same without control. These eminent men were 
known as the Octavians. The revenue of the 
country, as well as that of the King, was in a 

B 
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wretched condition. The Crown possessed very large 
estates, greatly increased by forfeitures during the 
time of Mary and the minority of the King; but 
there was almost no income from these estates, and 
the King was reduced to comparative poverty. To 
do the work of managing the affairs of the Crown in 
a proper manner, a complete change of Government 
was absolutely required. In the year 1595 Mr 
Young was appointed one of the Lords of Exchequer 
along with seven others, who received the fullest 
powers under deed given at “ Holyrood, the 12th day 
of January 1595.” These Octavians were Alexander 
Seton, the Lord President; Lindsay of Balcarras ; 
Walter Stewart, Secular Prior of Blantyre ; John 
Skene, Lord Clerk Register ; Peter Young of Seton ; 
Sir David Carnegie of Colluthie ; Thomas Hamilton, 
the King’s Advocate ; and James Elphinstone, a Lord 
of Session. These able men had their appointments 
made for life, nor had the King himself power to 
dismiss them. The deed says that they “ or any 
fyve of thame ” are to be Lords Exchequer “ enduring 
all the tyme and space of thair lyfetime.” 1 

They are told “ that the King’s estates and castles 
and houses are all in decay, that his farms are 
without stock, and his fields without corn ; that he 
has been robbed and plundered of his feus and his 
Kirk rents, and of the casualties due to the Crown ” ; 
and they are empowered under the deed to receive 

i Young was the only Octavian that was not a lawyer or judge of 
the Court of Session. He was perhaps the oldest of them all. 
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and collect all sums due to his majesty, and to 
expend what is necessary in the upkeep of his castles 
and estates, and to disburse what they see fit for 
his own good and that of his property. This deed 
confirms all powers formerly bestowed on them by a 
former Act of Parliament, and they are given the 
most ample powers to discharge and engage all 
inferior officers, chamberlains, collectors, etc., etc., of 
the King’s ; and, in short, to do for him as if all was 
their own property, with power over even sheriffs 
and judges, and to correct and punish officers of 
arms. This deed was published and read at “ the 
Mercat Croce of Edinburgh,” so that “ nayne may 
pretend ignorance hereof in any time coming.” Never 
did a King bestow greater powers upon subjects than 
were given by James to the “ Octavians,” even de- 
priving himself of all power even to add to the 
number of the Lords of Exchequer. 1 

Never did men employ the vast powers bestowed 
upon them to better purposes, and in the face of the 
most bitter opposition and obstruction. They were 
called Papists by the Church party, who were very 
jealous of them, and suspected them to be mostly con- 
cealed Catholics ; and by the Courtiers they were hated, 
because they curtailed their perquisites, and intro- 
duced strict economy. The Octavians acted without 
salary ; they maintained the power and authority of 
the King, not without a severe struggle, over all, and 

1 For further particulars about the Octavians, see Hist. King 
James 6th, p. 359 ; also Burton’s and Tytler’s Histories of Scotland. 
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especially the Church party ; and in a very short time, 
by their vigour, good sense, and orderly arrangement, 
soon made a complete reformation of financial and 
other abuses. When they had restored order, after 
nearly two years’ labours, they wound up the business, 
and resigned their powers back to the King. 1 

On the 7th day of January 1628, at his own house 
of Easter Seaton, the soul of the old statesman passed 
away from the turmoil of Court and public life, which 
in his heart he never liked. He died, as, according to 
Conway, he wished to, “ hame to Scotland there to die 
where his bairnes may see him buried in the land of 
his forefathers.” One can picture the scene of his 
death. A bleak January sky, the low coast of Easter 
Seaton Bay, the black and red rocks on either hand, 
and the dark restless ocean, restless as his own life had 
been, “ beating o’er his dying brain its last monotony.” 

It is difficult to arrive at a proper conclusion as to 
what Scotland really owes to Sir Peter Young. He 
was a great scholar, and also a man of shrewd, sound 
common sense, which is a rarer quality than genius. 
As the confidential adviser of the King, his power 
for good must have been, and was, great. We have 
only to observe how wisely James usually comported 
himself when in Scotland, and to note his foolishness 

1 Sir Peter was also one of the Commissioners appointed to 
inquire and report on the constitution of the Universities of Aber- 
deen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and St Andrews, and he appears on the 
Burgess Bolls of famous citizens of Dundee, as also do three of his 
sons, and this must have been an honour highly appreciated, as then 
he was most intimately associated with the good city. See Burgess 
Roll of Dundee. 
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when he went to England, far from the constant 
companionship of his old master, to see that power. 
Through all the wild scenes of Scottish Court life, 
from the assassination of Moray to the accession of 
James to the English throne, he steered his course 
with cautious wisdom, and not only his own course, 
but also that of the King. A Protestant, and of the 
party of Morton, he seems to have made no enemies, 
and suffered no loss when Morton’s head fell on the 
scaffold. All through the long captivity of Mary 
he was on good terms with the English ambassadors, 
and yet seems to have really loved and admired the 
captive Queen. His gratitude to James for many 
benefits was real and sincere. That he was not 
covetous of wealth is shown by his will ; but that he 
was under the necessity of being very careful is proved 
by his having sixteen children to provide for, and 
this he accomplished by the aid of the King. As a 
literary character we can now hardly judge him. His 
Life of Buchanan, which he undoubtedly wrote, has 
been lost, and we have only letters, and a short Life 
of Mary, by which to form any opinion of his powers. 
His Latin is beautiful and more simple in style than 
Buchanan’s, but it was as a Greek scholar that he 
really stood highest. His labours were freely and 
unflinchingly given to his country as well as to his 
King, and he is said to have been for many years 
the most constant attender of the Council ; and until 
near the end of his life, he seems to have given his 
services to the utmost of his strength. 
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I will conclude these remarks by an extract from 
the Introduction by the learned editor of the Library 
of James VI . : — 

“ Before the King reached London, ‘ Peter Young, 
our almoner/ was nominated Dean of Lichfield. 
This was on 25th April 1603, but before the end of 
May, he and his master had learned that an English 
deanery could not be conferred so easily as a Scottish 
abbacy on a layman in commendam , and the vacancy 
was otherwise filled up. With greater propriety, in 
November 1604, Young was made tutor and £ Chief 
Overseer ’ of the household of Prince Charles. This 
post carried with it a pension of £200, which was 
increased to £300 in February 1605, when he was 
also knighted. Finally, in November 1616, he 
secured the mastership of St Cross Hospital, Win- 
chester, a licence to hold it ‘ notwithstanding he is 
not a divine, nor residing there/ being granted him 
in January following. That James retained his 
regard for him to the last is evident from the 4 gracious 
and blessed earnestnes ’ with which, according to a 
letter from Secretary Conway to Lord Treasurer 
Middlesex, of 2nd July 1623, he then exerted himself 
to get his f oldest servaunt 5 his arrears of pension, 
though his own poverty prevented his making him a 
parting gift.” 
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LIFE OF A VEEY EMINENT MAN, 

Sir PETER YOUNG, Knt. 


P ETER YOUNG was born at Dundee, in the Birth. 

shire of Angus, Scotland, on the 15th of August 
1544. His father, John Young, and his mother, 
Margaret Scrimgeour, were both descended from an 
ancient and notable family, of whose birth, happy 
marriage, and numerous offspring, nothing shall be 
said here, since all these particulars can be found 
better and readier in Young's Diary appended to this 
brief narrative. 

Seeing, indeed, his 1 aick genius, which was con- Education, 
spicuous in his childhood, his careful parents, accord- 
ing to the very commendable custom of the country 
for the best upbringing of youth, and with increasing 
prosperity, put him during his boyhood under fit 
masters to be trained in a genteel and sound educa- 
tion, not, however, in the dreams of notable ancestors, 
or of titles of honour, or of very ample possessions, 
but in prudence, intrepidity, equanimity, sound learn- 
ing, and in devotion to be esteemed as the most 
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diligent. In 1562, having now entered on manhood, 
he went abroad, not for the purpose of more freedom 
of life, or to settle down, as if sent away under 
restraint by the governors of his youth, hut because 
it had been his inherent intention to go, induced 
either by virtue or enterprise, not out of vain curiosity 
or a desire only to feed his eyes on grand sights, but 
to study the order and model of the philosophers of 
ancient Greece : that he might take greater observ- 
ance of genius by familiar association with the best 
and most learned men, and also by surveying the 
manners and customs of other nations, and being 
sufficiently instructed, might, with sound judgment, 
come to whatsoever is famous and commendable 
which might contribute to the elevation and profit 
of his native country, thence, on his return, he might 
bring back, as it were, a most advantageous result of 
the journey undertaken by him. 

Gaul having then been stirred by internal move- 
ments of the time, there was no place better adapted 
for the purpose of study than Geneva, removed from 
all warlike disturbance, and there he took up his 
abode: to which also the fame of Theodore Beza, 
and of others most of all attracted him, nor could 
he have been urged by greater incentive than by the 
learning and zeal of the religion purified from the 
pravity and superstitions of the impress of Romanism ; 
especially seeing that his uncle, Henry Scrimger, 1 a 

1 This most learned man, dying in 1571, bequeathed his own 
select library, of great value— chiefly on account of the very many 
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very eminent and learned man, whose libraries, very 
remarkable with ancient MS. books collected by a 
most industrious hand, he had surveyed with curious 
eyes, was returning from Italy with this literary col- 
lection, would at the same time have his abode there 

about to be his residence. Sometimes, however, 

either for health or mental relaxation, he visited the 
neighbour cities, particularly Lausannia, where he 
contracted a close friendship with William Stuckins, 
maintaining, wherever he went, the same ardour in 
prosecuting his studies. How much hope, indeed, he 
emulated concerning himself from his accurate life 
next to a pattern of virtue, in that declining age so 
prone to excessive vice — and from so bright begin- 
nings, when, in more mature years, his judgment and 
experience were about to approach unwearied dili- 
gence, he was indeed beloved by all who may have 
borne chief rule in those academies, as will appear 
from the letters sent by Beza and others to Scotland. 
For his extreme candour, sprung up not so much from 
his well-balanced temper as from his good disposition 
and wisdom, which he preserved entire during the 
whole tenor of his life. So great strength, and that 
not to he struggled against, had he in himself, 
that as many as knew him, even of the lightest 
sort, and many more who were of his intimate 

Greek MS. volumes — to tlie very dearly beloved son of his sister, our 
Young: which afterwards, viz., about the year 1573, was, by the 
assistance of his brother Alexander, brought from Geneva to Scot- 
land. For whose Eulogy, see Thuanus, at the year 1571, and Casau- 
bon, Epist. 106, in Appendix. 
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friends, were enraptured with love and admiration 
of him. 

After some years he returned to Scotland, whether 
by the wish of his parents, that the presence of such 
a dear son might comfort their old age, or for pur- 
poses of business, is uncertain, but only in the mind 
of returning to Gaul : for that design which he had 
purposed in his former enterprise seemed to him not 
yet attained. From a more intimate and longer 
acquaintance with things, he was desirous to become 
more learned and wiser, by a sojourn in that retreat 
where he would, beyond the troublesome debates of 
home affairs, and the unprofitable traffic and bustle 
of vacillant friends, be appeased by the Muses and 
Graces; before that he wished to devote himself 
entirely to his country, that by so doing, or to the 
general state of business, he might be favourably 
thought of by those who were at the head of affairs 
during the minority of the King. 

But, behold! when he was in readiness for his 
journey, in expectation of sailing after the storms of 
winter had passed, not, indeed, imagining that in the 
providence of God the fate of remaining in his native 
country was laid upon him, since from that very 
moment, by remarkable luck, and most of all to be 
desired, the foundation of his fortunes and dignity 
was laid in regard to Scotland — nay, in regard to the 
whole of Britain, having very easily met with the 
most convenient opportunity to be gained. 

For, in the beginning of the year 1569, in the 
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twenty-fifth year of his age, at the instance of James, James, Earl of 

J J Moray, Regent, 

• Earl of Moray, who, after Queen Mary had been retains Young, 

crushed by shocking slanders, and beat down by force 
and rebellious arms against all law, human and divine, 
under pretence of the reformed religion was, by his 
confederate nobles, appointed regent of Scotland, he 
was attached to the King’s household, that in guiding, 
along with George Buchanan, then above sixty years 
of age, the infancy, speech, and voice of the lisping 
King, who, placed hitherto under the care of nurses, 
had lately completed the third year of his age, he 
might design the first elements of his learning : then, 
as his age increased, imbue him with good arts and 
doctrine, and instil into his mind a sense of piety 
and religion. Commissioned by gift of letters patent, Appointed 

. - . tutor to the 

which he received to perform this most honourable King, 
duty in the Castle of Stirling, he was, as if fixed to 
the palace, never to be taken from it, unless by turns, 
in the cause of the King or of the realm. Buchanan, 1 
indeed, to whom, on account of the fame of his skill 
and learning, the first parts were given, always 
frankly recognised our Young as his colleague in 
teaching the King ; nor in that did he take credit to 
himself alone, in this he was free from envy and 
show, who scarcely perhaps could, either by increas- 
ing age or by rough manners, bear that irksomeness ; 
and it was of the greatest consequence to the per- 

1 Regarding the genius and diverse manners of both the one and 
the other, of him rude, but of Young most gentle, in the instruction 
of the Prince, see Sir James Melville’s Memorials of Scots Affairs 
wider Mary Queen of Scots and James VI., p. 125. London, 1683. 
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formance of the trust reposed in him, which he was 
all but fulfilling, if by reason of that skill, to which, 
from his early life, by warnings and counsel, he 
habituated himself, and by matured wisdom, placed 
as it were overseer and magistrate over others, he 
went to superintend the education of the King : but 
that labour of teaching the King, as it is right to 
believe, if not solely, at least mainly, throughout the 
stages of his early years, rested on Young; in which 
time his courtesy of manners to others prompted 
this title : “ Domino J unio, Scotorum Regi, a literarum 
studiis,” which his friends were striving to outdo 
each other to put on the address of his letters; 
neither could the greatest praise thence be traced by 
a m ore sublime appellation of honour, nor than to be 
as it were everlasting ; many years after, Camden, a 
very learned man, who was no envious or sparing 
applauder of great men, held him in high esteem; 
for he was not to desire any everlasting renown to 
himself out of this bare name, although he had not 
become more known by the performance of other 
public duties ; but he was concerned most of all to 
know that which the most illustrious King indeed 
publicly attested by the sense and declaration of his 
goodwill throughout the whole course of his life. 

What method the tutors were led to adopt in 
teaching the King, a writing left by Young himself 
clearly indicates : which, if not on account of itself, 
at least on account of the memory of so worthy a 
King, who, from all monarchs of his time, took the 
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palm of learning, will not be displeasing to the 
curious reader. 

The order of study which his Royal Majesty pre- 
scribed for himself, and the division of the day : — 

1. The morning shall be begun with prayers, by 
which God, the Best and the Greatest, may prosper 
and conduct all endeavours and studies. Prayers 
having been offered and a blessing asked, he shall 
prepare himself for Greek, either out of th^e New 
Testament, or Socrates, or out of the Apophthegm of 
Plutarch, together with the rules of grammar. 

2. After breakfast he shall read something in Order of study. 
Latin, either from Livy, Justin, Cicero, or from the 

history of our own or of foreign countries. 

3. After lunch he shall engage for some time in 
writing ; when free, he shall apply the remainder of 
the afternoon either to arithmetic or cosmography 
(which embraces the geography and doctrine of the 
sphere of astronomy), or to dialectics or rhetoric. 

All these to be handled, not all at once, but each 
severally. 

How much the most serene King profited in 
sound learning and other princely gifts, under such 
discipline, we see from the way Christendom seemed 
afterwards astonished. 

The King, now capacious of rule, and having The King 
reached manhood, took on himself the charge of the ^ abhlimed 
administration of affairs, not so much out of love 
towards his tutor Young, as from sagacity of mind, 
which led him to choose among the counsellors he 

c 
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preferred, fit ministers, whose services he could use 
in difficult affairs of the kingdom. That, indeed, 
the quick sagacity of Young seems to have gained, 
taken up much less with the niceties of the Gram- 
marians, included in the equal stages of philology, 
but that which applied to subjects of philosophy and 
politics, and by long and earnest study and practice, 
he entered into the secrets which relate to the real 
purposes of common life, and promote the well-being 
of the people ; and which, by his own earnest desire, 
and in nowise restrained, he embraced what he was 
able to bestow in return on a man equally wise and 
learned. So all praising, and by judgment applaud- 
ing the affections of the King were, not vainly, 
surmising to prelude this honour to others far 
greater. Presently, then, by a new title and office, 
he was promoted to be great almoner of the kingdom 
of Scotland, lest that dignity might degenerate 
without increased powers, by which it is wont among 
common people to borrow all their own renown. 

How much, indeed, by his judgment and skill in 
handling public affairs, he bestowed on the King and 
the counsellors, who under the young King were 
governing Scotland, the embassies on which he was 
sent with the greatest trust and might, both of 
themselves and of kings and princes, he discharged 
with applause and approbation, clearly show. 

The embassies I shall enumerate as follow : — 

First, in the month of August 1586, furnished 
with commissions to kings, he went to Frederick II., 
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King of Denmark, to treat on business concerning 
Orkney, which, having been successfully executed^ 
he after a few months returned. Hence, soon after, 
frequent occasions for repeated embassies were about 
to arise, and an omen was worthily taken advantage 
of. King James had now almost attained twenty King James 

° _ contemplates 

years of age, and was concerned particularly regard- Marriage, 
ing his own hereditary connection with the kingdom 
of Scotland from the most ancient line of Kings 
down to himself, as also regarding the sway of 
England and Ireland, after the Queens, his mother 
Mary, a prisoner in England — a fate always to be 
bewailed — and Elizabeth, while in the prime of age, 
and surrounded by so many royal suitors, disliking 
marriage, to be handed down to remote posterity in 
all time coming. Not elsewhere than in Denmark 
could that union (be formed) by which the comfort 
of life and peace of kingdoms be established ; and so 
great hopes, which, not without the best reason, he 
cherished in his royal breast, he believed he could 
accomplish more happily and successfully where 
formerly his great-grandfather’s father married 
Margaret, eldest daughter of King Christian I. 

Also the nearness of the country from whence, 
if occasion offered, forces could be supplied ; and of The King’s 
the same religion, if not in all, at least the mutual “ green and 

cheerie ^ 

feeling was alike zealous and diligent in abolishing 
the power of the Eoman pontiff, and in rejecting the 
deceptions and tricks of superstitious worship, and 
that, from just reasons of courteous discretion, these 
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(considerations) most powerfully encouraged him. 
Not yet, however, did it seem meet to make this 
intention openly a decree, nor was it a business of 
this embassy. A matter of so great moment was 
requiring more deliberate consideration, and ought 
in all points of political design to be well advised. 
Moreover, although the unanimous report of the 
King’s affection to the maiden princess might have 
foretold that she was most choice and accomplished, 
he was not to he carried away by blind impetus. 
That trust was committed to Young, that, as if 
engaged in a different affair, he should spy every- 
thing with curious eyes, and make searching inquiry 
regarding the King’s daughters, especially regarding 
Elizabeth, the eldest, in manners, age, natural shape 
(form), disposition, and other things, both of mind and 
natural qualities of body, whether or not in the royal 
chamber she would not only be worthy but equal 
in the fellowship of his happiness, both private, to 
reciprocate his affection as a husband, and public as 
a King, whether she should be able to obtain to the 
King the portion warranted to her by right on 
coming into the benefit of the new alliance : his breast 
had now begun to be elated with compliments of 
love that, as a diligent examiner (detective !) of those 
things, he must be most acceptable after his return. 

Therefore, next year, another embassy to Denmark 
was appointed, in which Young was to be associated 
with a very notable man, Sir Patrick Yanss, knight, 
who, although not held more worthy, might maintain 


LIFE OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON. 


37 


his honour and weight, that by united counsels this 
matter, which the King was so much desiring, might 
more easily be brought to a successful issue. But a Rival inter- 

J ° vening, the 

a delay having intervened, which is wont to happen business did 
J . -ii not P rocee( i- 

in coming to terms of marriage among princes, the 
transaction proceeded very slowly, and the ambas- 
sadors doing little or nothing returned to Scotland. 

They had not, however, secretly been idle from all 
dealing concerning this matter ; letters were passing 
hither and thither voluntarily on both sides, so 
that the long delays seemed from diligence to have 
a mutual connection, the mind of Denmark clearly 
having been uncertain, and inclining to neither side, 
until at length, in the year 1588, they wrote back 
that Elizabeth having been engaged and betrothed to 

another, she could no longer be thought of : but Princess Anna 

offered to 

regarding her sister Anna, a most accomplished lady the King, 
of honour, and most commendable for every virtue, 
the King had just hinted that there were better 
hopes of her being attainable. He, led by exceeding 
affection towards the Danish family, as he was 
related by blood, showed that he himself was not 
disinclined to embrace this offer. Presently, King 
Frederick died on the last day of April. Thence a New Delay, 
new delay occurred. Early in the year 1589, an 
outbreak of factious princes, under pretence of new 
matters of religious concern, first in the northern 
and then in the southern provinces of the kingdom, 
which then seemed to endanger the peace of the 

1 This means that Elizabeth was under treaty with another. 
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royal mind, they withdrew, from the same consider- 
ations, the design of beginning again; which, how- 
ever, having been quieted, the King, not disposed for 
longer delay, already very much protracted and 
deferred, pressed the matter to be speedily resumed, 
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and sent a magnificent and numerous embassy to 
Denmark (Young, who as formerly by his conferences 
paved the way, and opened his letters, he retained 
with himself that he might design and take charge 
of other business at home), in order that the contract 
of marriage should wholly be settled, and the pro- 
posed articles and conditions balanced as equally as 
possible. All things went well according to the 
wish of the ambassadors, and nothing now was 
required except the presence of the King. He 
therefore, prompt and vigorous, assigned to commis- 
sioners the charge of the kingdom. Seeing that winter 
was now at hand, the time was the most difficult for 
sailing, by which a more true or greater token of 
his affection could not have been given, he embarked 
at the port of Leith, on the 23rd of October 1589, 
manfully to contend with contrary winds and tem- 
pestuous waves. Although he could have been 
guarded by a select company of nobles, yet he was 
most of all resolved that Young should also accom- 
pany him on this sea voyage. Since the movement by 
his very counsels was first handled, he was a sharer 
of the secrets ; and the services he in turn performed 
during the repeated embassy to Denmark had, in 
bringing about this very marriage, been of the greatest 
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moment He will be (one) of the great men of the Smith’s 
Scottish nation, by whom, after Leslie and Buchanan, 
both aptness and goodwill are sufficient to go on 
with the history of Scots affairs from the records and 
other acts and authentic memorials of the kingdom, 
which, indeed, seems to prove their love towards their 
native country by the most deserved right. Of all 
these things, I have here touched lightly in a few 
words, to draw out a sequence for the memory of 
every age, both of deliberations, commissions, debates, 
and points of agreement, and whatsoever is worthy 
to be remembered, while the King was in Denmark 
on his most gallant enterprise, but it had scarcely 
happened in imitating, to refer to copious writings. 

But charters, for this commendable purpose, such as 
are now existing, lest by untoward fate they should 
be hid or may perish, I shall give, if it shall after- 
wards seem good for the public interest. 

On the 19th of February 1593, Queen Anna grth^an 
brought forth a male child to the King, who was Kingdom, 
named Henry, after his grandfather ; Queen Elizabeth 
acting as godmother at his baptism. Thence the 
most pleasant hope of succession from the birth of 
an heir to the kingdom, which seemed lately to be 
diverted to remote posterity, was the occasion of joy 
and rejoicing throughout the whole of Scotland. 

Next, the very prosperous sign after childbirth of the 
healthy fecundity of the Queen for the future was 
worthily received: with which joyous message, the 
royal princes had to be acquainted, viz., Christian, 
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King of Denmark ; Sophia, Dowager Queen ; Udal- 
rick of Megalopolita ; and Henry Julius of Bruns- 
wick and Luneburg, Dukes. After two months, in 
1594, that honourable duty was committed to Young, 
whose name in the courts of these princes was, above 
others, a household word ; nor was any one more 
grateful than he, who framed the manners of the 
most perfect King, and moulded his disposition by 
most judicious management. With so much elevated 
accomplishment to worthy morals, he was able to be 
chosen (picked out) among princes, related both by 
affinity and blood. 

In the year 1596, Christian IV., King of Denmark, 
issued letters of invitation to King James, along with 
his most illustrious consort, that they might be present 
at his coronation, but the state of public affairs would 
not permit the King to leave Scotland ; as, according 
to the stated custom among allied princes, absolute 
necessity demanded that some should in his name, and 
to take his place, he appointed Mr Baron Ogilvie, and 
our Young, whom he held in greater regard on account 
of his more mature age, as his ambassadors. But 
with what manner of pomp and magnificence the 
majestic ceremony of crowning the King should have 
been performed I will not describe, when men alike 
of more notable genius and pedigree, who may pur- 
posely go about the ceremonies of kings, and hence pick 
up at least only what may gratify curiosity. Many 
have done so. It is possible, perhaps, that stated 
forms of this sort may stand in the Danish annals, 
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or at least may be easily found in the Archives of 
that famous nation unknown to me. If I shall con- 
sider it worth while, I will give his history in future 
collections, selected from that written, as it appears, 
with sufficient accuracy, by a certain domestic of the 
ambassadors. But, since no one with more acute 
sharpness or judgment more suitable for the dispatch 
of public business might have been able, or had dis- 
charged the labours and duties of embassies with 
more trust, if any important difficulty happened, by 
whom was it solved ? Or what business of great 
moment was transacted with foreign princes ? Be- 
hold ! Young, on all sides the advocate for the 
defence of kingly right and promotion of the public 
weal and he by no means withdrew himself from 
new labours, with the King’s commissions, he most 
readily complied, all excuse which he would other- 
wise have been able to interpose was removed. The 
matter which was now exercising his mind was (to 
find) one wise and equipped with the elegant 
qualities of discreet policy, and as if it seemed 
double trust and diligence ; nor could it be committed 
to the care and trust of one (person) : he came to find 
a very reverend man, of well-tried judgment, Mr 
David Cunningham, bishop of Aberdeen, as colleague 
and companion in an embassy to Denmark and 
Germany, undertaken in 1598. Regarding the right 
of King James to the crown of England, seeing that 
it had to be most carefully investigated, both in 
England and abroad, inasmuch as from Margaret, 
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eldest daughter of King Henry VII., and to Eliza- 
beth, eldest daughter of King Edward IV., children 
in the right line, Queen Elizabeth wished to decree 
nothing certain, nor would she allow herself to be 
advised, although asked so often by James, and so 
often by others interested, that it was proclaimed 
by public ordinance in the assemblies of parliament, 
seeing that she was most averse as to the nomination 
of any successor ; as if, henceforth, the minds both 
of the Scots and others having interest should be 
held in doubtful suspense, nor indeed could these or 
those move (prepare) themselves on account of this 
strange position. Therefore, lest anything should 
happen otherwise than well to the old Queen, pre- 
sently labouring under infirmities which are wont 
to be the companions of old age, the right of King 
James should be carefully guarded, both against the 
pontiffs, who, after the Queen's death, might most of 
all gain little by such a successor, whose zeal against 
the pravity and superstition of the Eoman worship 
was heretofore well known to the whole world, and 
against the leaders of the Puritan faction and others 
who might seek private gain (make capital) out of 
things in disorder. Hence, petitions void of judg- 
ment, and opinions contrary to the dictum of the 
(King's) orators, were spread among the common 
people, concerning the right of others, and by which 
they were ready to be carried away : hence, pretended 
titles were, under real form, artificially devised by 
lawyers. As, indeed, the King had secretly declared, 
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by complimentary letters and free promises, the 

friendly minds towards himself of the magnates in 

England: even so the King of Denmark, and the ^« s p ^ ld 

allied princes of Germany, with whom he was con- make good 

nected, and the reformed religion contrary to the England if 
7 _ . , necessary. 

Eoman pontiff, by no means a bitter enemy, except 
by his highest vow in sacred things, nay, I may say, 
in temporal things, power, and of appeasing, by ex- 
tended freedom, the engines of war, that undisturbed 
safety should remain, for his own wisdom moved 
that steps should be taken to ascertain how many 
military forces, how many ships, how much value of 
money or of property might be calculated on, if per- 
adventure, by opposition either from home or abroad, 
to this his own right, which none should have dis- 
puted except rival neighbour princes or factious 
underlings, lest the two kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, hitherto in wars and deadly strifes through 
so many ages, should be cemented and united in one, 
he might be compelled to demand and defend by 
force and arms. 

While, indeed, Cunningham and Young were 
prosecuting the chief business of the embassy with 
that diligence and trust in which they were equal, 
they were disturbed regarding a small matter of un- 
equal argument, but out of which the fame and 
honour of family of the Stuarts on both sides 
depended. In Germany, lately, a devout and learned Ch^raeus^ ^ 
man David Chytraeus, most studious in matters Faim clamosa 

’ J j against 

relating to the peace and purity of the Church, and Queen Mary. 
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of narrating faithfully the achievements of preceding 
ages, as much as he could obtain from published 
books and information from private friends, had 
published a certain historical chronicle, in which he 
lacerated (i.e., tore to pieces), in the most unbecom- 
ing manner, the reputation of Queen Mary. Which 
calumnies, lest by the stipulating of so great a man, 
whose books, on account of the candour and honesty 
which he seems always to have put before himself, 
were so much read by all who were often frequenting 
Germany, might be admitted, they were of opinion 
that (in) certain discoveries of merited disgrace and 
of legitimate weight, the proof happened to be of his 
own business (that is, the onus of proof lay with 
himself ! !). Tor the honour of the King, they show 
his zeal and concern, on account of his devotion, both 
in nature and religion, also in life, in defending what- 
ever might touch the maternal renown which should 
be continued to deceased parents ; in this business, 
also, Chytraeus had gone to advise at Bostoch, when 
the ambassadors might pass through that city, with 
whom they meet and expostulate regarding the real 
injury (literally — the “ wronged truth ”). Neverthe- 
less, when necessity pressed their departure from 
that place without any delay, not satisfied that that 
wrong would be repelled, a conference was held with 
his colleagues ; they advised that Chytraeus should 
retract the argument in letters written to the 
notable men Messrs Bordingus and Bassevitius of 
Custria. Chytraeus easily freed himself from all 
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malicious design, the imperfection having been found 
in Buchanan, whom he had too carelessly followed, frees himself 
and solemnly and frankly declared that he had been Malice, 
too ready to put it in; these false reproaches, by 
which the reputation of the deceased Queen was dis- 
honoured — not, indeed, maliciously, or on purpose and 
out of contrivance, but from too much credulity and 
reverence towards the eminence of her most cele- 
brated historian — having been expunged, seeing that 
he had to be informed in this matter with greater 
veracity, to arrive at the best preparation. Young, on 
his return to Scotland, sent to Chytraeus an abridge- 
ment of the Life of Queen Mary , that the pages of 
his history, which were swarming with shameful 
errors, might be reformed near to a pattern of plain 
truth. But with too much sparing, shall I say with Smith thinks 
coldness and indifference, or of fear, lest he might t^sparhig^ ^ 

, , t t n , . .in his Retrae- 

mcur the censure and wrath or certain magnates, or tion. 

of discretion, or of modesty, that by this silence the 
memory of that wickedness hidden under pretence 
of religion might be eradicated from the minds of 
men, as if it had been held in the greatest disgrace, 
that by pretence the Queen should have been sus- 
pected of those scandals, or having been somewhat 
light, that in repelling these most false and infamous 
accusations, Young may seem to have acted, the 
reader must be referred to a very excellent and wise 
man, "William Camden, to whom the love of truth 
and justice, and the care and concern of defending 
innocence crushed and assaulted by cruel slanders, 
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were very dear, who in his annals should have under- 
taken (as a pleader) the defence of this lady of 
honour against the rage and blasphemies of George 
Buchanan, until, by the true history of those times 
from authentic acts, and from letters and confessions 
of those, who, by God, the sharpest judge of all 
wickedness, especially of treachery and perjury, were 
about to declare their minds, they related matters at 
length, as in very deed they were in themselves, and 
deduced voluntarily without any force having been 
used, when, if God should have granted, no place 
could remain any longer dissembled. 

So after many, and those honourable, embassies 
which he discharged very commendably and with the 
greatest applause of the Scottish nation, he remained 
in the palace (or at the Court), both on account of 
his very elegant manners and of his most consummate 
courteous discretion, dear to the King, the Queen, and 
the nobles, until a renewed opportunity, long looked 
for, should be offered to him of going to England. 

Concerning the succession to the kingdom of 
England, no one was disputing or able to dispute, 
except some of the common people of a little loftier 
wisdom ; and all good men who might that decreed 
to the advantage of the reformed religion for the 
public peace, were earnestly desiring it with the 
greatest study. Therefore, when Queen Elizabeth, 
the most renowned of women, had completed a long 
life, filled equally with victories, triumphs, and years, 
King James was encouraged by his nobles and the rest 
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of his subjects that this, his own right, which the laws, 
both divine and hnman, conferred on him, should 
be undertaken, that under its happy auspices these 
sluggish and dismal strifes and discords having been 
defaced, which the allied people, whether from envy 
or fear or from natural love of himself, and of special 
safety against all hostile attacks, are wont by turns 
to be fierce among themselves, both nations might be 
united, and Britain, not to be divided more by itself 
as from the remaining limit of the land, re-established 
in lasting peace. 

Young, who formerly accompanied King James on 
his voyage to Denmark to complete marriage with 
the most serene Anna, second daughter of King 
[Frederick, came now to England as a new inmate 
among the principal retinue whom the most serene 
King had brought with him, both in the pomp of the 
Court, and on account of the fame of his wisdom : 
who afterwards, by the grace and elegance of his con- 
versation, as if by natural suavity and exercise of 
wisdom, as much in private discourse as in the trans- 
action of public business, obtained the goodwill and 
love of most men. For it is easy to see that, from the 
best virtues and faithful and long service, not with 
base flattery and dishonest complaisance, Young 
merited that favour in which he was strong with the 
King. Wherefore, certain churchmen seeking his 
friendship were going frequently to him, on account 
of the more remarkable character of his learning, 
that through him, who knew when the Court might 
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be approached, and the favourable times of speaking, 
they might become known by recommendation to the 
King; for no recommendation could have prevailed 
more with the King than that of Young was known 
as most certain. Among these, above others, were 
Francis Godwin of Landavia, afterwards Bishop of 
Hereford ; George Luydus of Westchester ; and George 
of Sodor. Eegarding these, he wished them very well 
served, in order that they might be associated with 
one another in the closest friendship ; because they 
were intimately known to himself, both personally 
and by grateful letters. But King James having 
now become monarch of the whole of Britain, a most 
famous prince, Mauritius of Hassia Landgravus, 
mindful of that most pleasant intercourse which he 
had with Young during his last German embassy, 
contributes to the overflow of Young’s praise, and 
honoured him with friendly letters, considering that 
he had been most deserving on account of his very 
excellent natural qualities of mind, and his study 
of piety and learning, with love, gracefulness, and 
benevolence, by which he had very much embraced 
him ; and he judged that, for his own wisdom, no one 
among the King’s Counsellors was able to manage his 
business either with greater success or more sincere 

^Amidst those public rejoicings and continued 
occasion of solemnities, and that most unbounded 
generosity of the King to his own Scots, by which it 
was thought that that golden age which the poets 
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picture had shone forth of new, Young contemplated Young desires 

. . . to visit 

to visit his native possessions, afterwards to return to Scotland. 
England according as occasion of business or the 
concern of his own affairs might demand, having due 
regard towards his most merciful master the King. 

Eor he did not wish that his abode should be fixed 

constantly here : he was most of all anxious that the 

patrimony received from his ancestors should be 

increased from the providence of his new (annual) Family affairs. 

returns, and that the posterior right of primogeniture 

should be handed down to remote posterity in the 

right line : having, in the meantime, left five or six 

sons in England, young men of the greatest promise, 

not as hostages (for that was very well known), but 

as scholars of the royal boimty, that in his absence 

the courses should be completed. If any one from Young’s 

the Court could be regarded as foreign to ambition, unselfishness * 

excess, and avarice, in very deed he was Young, 

because that he in nowise hankered after either titles 

or pleasures or wealth, having been content with the 

sole merit and reflection of doing good. But that the 

King, when he seemed to be absent from himself 

and his household, should value his modesty and that 

sedateness of a so great mind, made openly a notable 

sign of royal favour. For, first, on the 19th of Feb- Young 

ruary 1604, he admitted him into the number of the km ° htuL 

knights in the accustomed manner, in presence of the 

Queen ; Prince Henry ; Charles, Duke of York ; Lady 

Elizabeth; his children; Udalricus, Duke of Holsatia; 

and a most notable company of nobles ; that from 

D 
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him greater splendour might be added to the collected 
dignity. Next after, he assigned an annual pension 
of £300 sterling, as a gift of honour, that he might 
live more spaciously and magnificently during the 
remainder of his life. 

When, indeed, the most serene King, with grateful 
memory, called to remembrance what faithful, what 
laborious, what incessant work in the culture of his 
mind, Young had bestowed, he, for the royal goodness 
and bounty, took his sons under his wardship and 
guidance to be educated for their rise and purpose of 
life, whilst he should visit his native soil, to recom- 
pense equally the fidelity and diligence of a well- 
deserving servant. 

Young, touched with a just and most feeling sense 
of these benefits, sent from Scotland a letter to his 
Koyal Majesty, bearing the fullest submission and 
devotion, which, both to perpetuate the royal muni- 
ficence and in memory of the gratitude of Young, 
I may here insert : — 


Serenissimo R. Jacobo , Petrus Junius. Invidissime ac 
Potentissime Rex , Domine Glementissime. 

Si quisquam subditus aut servus Eegi aut Domino suo 
nnquam devinctus fait, ilium ego me esse multis nominibus 
profiteer. Tanta enim magnitudo est tuorum erga me 
beneficiorum, ut tuse Majestati Regiae post Deum omnia 
debeam. Quum enim animam & vitam habeam a Deo & 
parentibus, certe omnia vitse turn ornamenta, turn prassidia 
habere me k tu& Majestate sol&, secundum Deum, lubens 
merito agnosco & accepta fero. Neque his finibus contenta 
Majestas tua erga me solum hac sua munificentki uti 
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voluit, quin & liberos quoque meos, 6 raram benignitatem ! 
Regiis sumptibus in Regi& alendos & tuendos ad senectutem 
meam sublevandam dignata est admittere : & quum jam 
antea ex iis quatuor aut quinque in Aulico ministerio 
versarentur, hunc etiam sextum adjungere placuit, unico 
do mi mi h i relic to filio, eoque natu minimo. Quid ego pro 
tot ac tantis mentis rependam ? Accipiam calicem salutis, 
& te, 6 supreme Jehovah, Deum Jacob, supplox invocabo, 
& votis ardentibus fatigabo, ut Jaoobum Regem, unctum 
& vicarium suum, delicias humani generis, Dominum, ac 
patrem meum munificentissimum, cum conjuge lectissima 
Heroin^, ac sobole Regia, ab omni periculo protegas, atque 
Ecclesise tuse, regnis suis, ac subditis, mihi prsesertim, & 
meis, perpetuo incolumem & florentem prsestes. Amen, 
Amen, Amen. Ex Regia Sancruciaciana xi. Februarii 
1611, setatis 67, servitutis mese hberrimae 42, inchoato. 

Tuse Majestatis Regiae humillimus & obse- 
quentissimus subditus & servus 

Petrus Junius. 

Notwithstanding this bounty, out of friendliness 
towards his children, the most devoted prince did 
not believe that he himself had in any way discharged 
that which he owed from his childhood to the 
governor of his studies, as to be compared with 
Trajan, Antoninus, nay, rather with his own prede- 
cessors of most eminent renown, if he had indeed 
added to the study of the more polite literature and 
theology, which he had thoroughly inbibed, also the 
other arts of generalship. The memory of the dili- 
gence of his own preceptor, who so deepfiy imparted 
the lofty principles of fidelity and discipline into the 
royal mind, that in nowise afterwards, through length 
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of time or whatsoever cause intervening, could he 
forget ; which the very excellent King, from mature 
age, and to the end of his life, confirmed by the 
clearest evidence. For, when his various works, 
collected under the care and study of James, bishop 
of Winchester, were published in one volume in 
Latin, in 1619, the royal author presented, as his own 
gift, a copy to Young, now upwards of seventy years 
of age, with this inscription by his own hand, which 
will amply supply the place of all other eulogies : — 

James, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, to Sir 
Peter Young of Seaton, Knight, Counsellor, and his 
own Almoner for the Kingdom of Scotland, presents 
this system of his own works to his most dear 
preceptor as a grateful pupil, mindful of the training 
of his youth to the study of virtue and letters, which, 
for its own sake, he so greatly loved, sends this book, 
as, he hopes, a token and evidence of his advantages, 
in the manner of good debtors, who, with fair 
countenance and grateful mind, return to their 
creditors borrowed money with usury. 

Greenwich, 20 th May 1620. 

The gift, in itself truly magnificent, and to Young 
in like manner welcome, he, as it is right to suppose, 
accepted, and as jewels from the royal treasury. 

Young had among the Scots many dearly beloved 
and intimate friends, especially George Buchanan, 
his own colleague, whom he reverenced as a parent, 
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and of whose life he wrote a compendium; John 
Skene, a very learned lawyer ; and Mr Adam New ton, 
a man of very polite genius, who was tutor to the 
most gracious Prince Henry, eldest son of King 
James I., and to whom we owe the most ornate 
Latin version of the history of the Council of Trent, 
embellished by a very wise man, P. Paulus Sarpius 
of Venice. With foreigners of the most celebrated 
renown he cultivated great friendship ; such as 
Theodore Beza, Isaac Casaubon, and Tycho Brahe, 
the greatest restorer of astronomy, whom he met 
more than once, first alone, and next in the retinue 
of the most gracious King James at Uraniburg : 
very many observations of the heavenly bodies having 
been taken by him in the island of Huena, almost 
in view of the entrance to the Baltic Sea, by the aid 
of the great instruments, perfected by him with the 
greatest skill, that were in those times available, to 
be celebrated in all time coming : as to the rest of 
whose writings I now relate, I am not at liberty to 
name. 

In his declining years (this is the year of Christ 
1620), but robust and vigorous, and free from those 
maladies which are wont to accompany old age, all 
his senses also remaining unimpaired, Mr Young now 
desired to remain in quietness at home, and did not 
longer think of undertaking troublesome journeys to 
England : a man, if ever any of mortals (he, of all 
men), with a numerous family, especially of sons, 
whom he had the satisfaction of seeing advanced to 
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ample greatness, both at Court and in the Church, 
with moderate wealth and possessions, yet abundantly 
sufficient to carry the honour and splendour of the 
family down to posterity, was very happy in the 
love of all good citizens, also of men of the first 
rank, yea, and of foreign princes ; for instance, 
Frederick, King of Denmark, who, for the sake of 
honour and goodwill, presented him with a jewel of 
great value, and a gilt silver cup, having the arms of 
that royal family cut on it, and which has hitherto 
been preserved by an eminent man, his great-grand- 
son, Robert Young of Auldbar, in Angus ; Mauritius, 
whom I have above referred to ; Hassicia ; and others ; 
but most of all of his own King, his best and most 
munificent patron. During the remainder of his 
life, he felt this only thought with grief almost 
inconsolable, that he should have lived to survive his 
most merciful prince, his own former pupil. At 
length this very excellent man, evidently worn out 
by age, and the nourishment by which life is main- 
tained entirely gone, strengthened by the supports of 
the Christian religion, devotion and faith, especially 
in a merciful God and Christ the Saviour, which 
conduce to dying happily and blessedly, removed 
from this tempestuous sea to the haven of eternity, 
on the 7th of January 1628, after he had lived almost 
eighty-three and a half years. He was buried in the 
Church of St Yigeans, one mile distant from Arbroath, 
in the county of Angus: his heir, for the sake of 
devotion, caused a monument to be erected to his 
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memory, that it might be handed down for ever, with 
this inscription : — 

Sir Peter Young of Seaton, Knight, famous as the 
Tutor, Counsellor, and Almoner to the most gracious 
and powerful King James VI. of Britain, France, and 
Ireland, on account of his learning, wisdom, and 
remarkable accomplishments, dearly beloved at home 
by his King and subjects, abroad by the Kings and 
Princes among whom he discharged sundry em- 
bassies. 

He waits the resurrection of the blessed. 

He died 7th January 1628, in the 84th year of 
his age. 


Excerpts from the Diary of a very famous man, 
Mr Peter Young, concerning his Descent, 
Embassies, and Children: with certain short 
Observations which I have gathered from MS. 
sheets, or from other sources, added in Italics. 

Peter Young of Seaton, Knight, born 15th August 
1544, was tutor to the most devout and powerful 
James VI. of Great Britain during his infancy, child- 
hood, and youth, afterwards counsellor, and on 
various occasions ambassador to foreign kings and 
princes, also almoner. He was born at Dundee, in 
Angus, served his King and most merciful master 
fifty years eleven months and eleven days with the 
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greatest diligence, faith, and integrity, with the 
witness of conscience and the testimony of all good 
men who knew him at the Court. 

In the providence of the Omnipotent God, he was, 
without question, the chiefest of all the royal servants 
of his time, inasmuch as he attended to the King 
almost from his cradle, having been close by him 
constantly from the third year of his age. This is 
and was Young’s ambition. Others may think every 
one for himself. These things Peter Young wrote 
in his Diary on the 11th of December 1624, in his 
eighty-first year, while, by the goodness of God, all 
his senses were entire, that he may so continue as 
long as it may please the most beneficent and mighty 
God. 0 that he may pass through devoutly and 
holily the very little of life that remains, and begin 
to gather goods, or rather to throw away, that the 
burden of this body having been laid down he should 
be more freed to depart. Behold he waits the day of 
a blessed resurrection ; being persuaded that the day 
of death is the birth to eternal life. 

February 19. — On this day the most gracious King 
and merciful lord adorned me with the dignity of 
knighthood, together with a notable Englishman, Mr 
Henry Dimock, it being the birthday of our Prince 
Henry ; and he himself, and Charles, Duke of York, 
and Lady Elizabeth, the King’s eldest daughter, being 
present ; there were also Udalricus, Duke of Holsatia, 
brother-german of our most gracious Queen, who 
presented the sword, and very many of the King’s 
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most intimate counsellors : in the King’s innermost 
chamber in the Palace of Whitehall in the year 
1605. 

John Young, my very dear father, passed peacefully 
and in devout submission to the will of the Son of 
God, having been cut off by a lingering fever, the 1st 
of September 1583, in his eighty-sixth year. He 
was buried the following day at Dundee, beside his 
very affectionate wife, who predeceased him five 
years two months and nineteen days, to wit, on the 
11th of May 1578, with whom he had lived about 
forty-six years, and by her he had children, of whom 
survive : — John, minister of Dysart ; Peter, preceptor 
and almoner to his Eoyal Majesty ; and Alexander, 
doorkeeper of the King’s bedchamber ; Isabella and 
Joanna ; others died in childhood, except Henry, who 
was in the army of Sweden, and died in the war in 
Scania. 

Margaret Scrimger, my very dear mother, of an 
ancient and notable family, died at Dundee, on the 
11th of May 1578, aged sixty-eight. 

Alexander Young, my youngest brother, was door- 
keeper of the inner bedchamber to our most gracious 
King James VI., in which office he for upwards of 
thirty years conducted himself faithfully, and died in 
his own house at Dundee on the 29th of December 
1603, and was buried in the New Church, I myself 
having had charge of his funeral. He lived .... 
years. 

January 4. — Admitted into the service of the King 


58 


LIFE OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON. 


in the year 1569, during the regency of the Earl of 
Murray, in my twenty-fifth year, having been nomi- 
nated to this office and retained while I was on the 
point of returning to Gaul, and bound to the perform- 
ance of the same by an authentic writing. 

My 20. — On this day, 1586, sent for the first 
time as an ambassador from my most gracious and 
merciful lord to Frederick II., the most invincible 
King of Denmark : having embarked at Dundee, and 
sailing from that port with a favourable wind, I 
landed, by the favour of God, at Helsingora at noon 
on the 26th of the same month, having experienced 
most favourable weather. This was the first of six 
embassies. 

May 23. — To-day, in the year 1587, sent as an 
ambassador, the second time, to Frederick II. in 
Denmark. I embarked at Leith, together with a 
noble and very excellent colleague, Sir Patrick 
Vans of Barnbarraise, knight. 

April 27, 1594. — This day I sailed from the Port 
of Leith on an embassy to King Christian IY. of 
Denmark and Queen Sophia, also to the most 
illustrious princes of the Eoman Government, Dukes 
Udalricus of Megalipolis, and Henry Julius of Bruns- 
wick and Luneburg. In the year 1594. 

25 th day of November 1598. — From the embassy 
to Denmark and Germany, with the Bishop of Aber- 
deen as colleague, we cast anchor near Inchkeith, 
and on the following day landed at Leith, having 
sailed from Scotland in the month of July preceding. 


LIFE OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON. 


59 


I married Elizabeth Gibb, 4th February 1577. 

My eldest daughter, Mary, by my wife Elizabeth 
Gibb, was born in the Boyal Palace of Stirling, a 
little after nine o'clock, on the evening of the 1st 
of June 1579. The most gracious King, himself 
present, wished the name of the child to be that of 
his most dear mother the Queen : by command and 
in name of his Majesty himself, the child was brought 
to the sacred font by the noble Lord John, Earl of 
Murray, and Alexander Hay, Secretary of the Boyal 
Archives, many noble and honourable ladies being 
also present at the solemnity, 21st February. The 
marriage of Mary, my eldest daughter, was solemnised, 
at the cost of the most gracious King, in the Boyal 
Holy Cross, the Queen leading her own maid-servant 
to the bride-chamber. 

June 10, 1580. — My wife, Elizabeth, brought forth 
twins, in the Boyal Palace of Stirling. James, the 
eldest, was born about three in the afternoon, and 
Henry, the youngest, a little after that hour : their 
sponsors at baptism were, in the King’s name, the 
Abbots of Dryburgh and Cambuskenneth, the 16th 
day of the same month, in the said Boyal Palace of 
Stirling. 

James and Henry, twins; the eldest to whom, 
when he was presented at the sacred font of baptism, 
King James had ordered his own name to be given, 
and on reaching manhood conferred on him the rank 
of a horseman in the royal private guard, as it is 
called; he also admitted him to the Star-Chamber, 
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and afterwards granted him large possessions in the 
county of Longford, in Ireland, lately recovered from 
profligate rebels, together with the remainder in the 
gift of the Crown in the province of Ulster, and 
1000 acres adjoining. 

My daughter, Margaret, was born in my own 
house of Seton, about eleven o'clock p.m. on 14th 
November 1581, and baptised 5th December, James 
Melvin, minister of God’s Word, being sponsor. 

My wife, again, gave birth to twins on the 1st of 
July 1583 : the sponsors were, by name, Eobert, Earl 
of Marutia ; William Ouchterlony, Laird of Kelly ; 
and klso my neighbour, William, of the same sur- 
name ; and these, indeed, gave the name of Eobert 
to the younger : but the sponsors of Peter, the eldest, 
were David Garden, Laird of Leys, and Patrick 
Whyte of New Grange, the 16th day of the said 
month. 

Peter and Eobert, also twins. 

Peter, chief among those admitted to the Court of 
the most gracious King Charles I., was sent by the 
same King in the year 1628, together with a most 
honourable man, Baron Spenser, to King Gustavus 
Adolphus of Sweden, to be invested with the most 
noble order of the Garter, at which there was the 
accustomed solemnity, accompanied by a Herald. 
Here, indeed, the most magnanimous King, after the 
manners of courtiers, and delighted with the wisdom 
of Peter, created him a knight, and ordered that this 
particular mark of his favour might be perpetual, 
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and descend to his notable family. He died his own 
day, 6th Eebruary 1631. Eobert, a man of genius 
adorned with gifts, after having travelled in Prance 
and Italy, undertook a tour in the East, and visited 
Jerusalem and other sacred places in the year 1608. 
He died at Westminster, 17th March 1620; of 
whose premature and untimely death his friends, 
feeling very keenly, celebrated, in Latin, his praises 
in mournful songs. 

August 29, 1584. — About midnight, in the 

beginning of the new moon, my wife brought forth 
Patrick, who, indeed, was baptised next day in the 
Church of Yigian : the sponsors were George Balfour 
of Tarry, and my neighbour, William Ouchterlony ; 
also present the Lady of Bonnyton, soliciting the name 
of the child to be that of her husband. 

This very learned man was librarian to the most 
gracious Kings, James I. and Charles I., of whose life 
I have given a full account. 

My sixth son, John, was born at Seaton, about 
seven o’clock p.m., on the 25th of June 1585, and 
baptised 7th July: the sponsors being John Carnegy 
of Kinnaird ; John Balfour, Dean of Glasgow ; and 
John Eamsay of Arbeky. 

He, both King James and his own parent, having 
designed him for the Church, was sent to Cambridge, 
where, in Sidney Sussex College, he did diligent and 
profitable work in the study of Theology ; in which 
faculty he afterwards, in mature years, graduated 
both Bachelor and Doctor, with great commendation. 
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By the fortunate tour of a young nobleman, son of 
Baron Wharton, he, as companion and guardian, 
visited France and Germany. At length he was 
promoted by the most gracious King to the Deanery 
of Winchester; and, indeed, on account of his piety, 
learning, and wisdom, was manifestly esteemed 
worthy and suitable. In the year 1618, he was sent 
in the King’s name to the General Assembly of 
Scotch ministers at Perth, concerning those five 
articles, relating to the holy service, discipline, and 
Episcopal government of that Church, to be consoli- 
dated and settled. In that particular business he 
acted wisely, which the history of that famous 
Assembly, published by a very eminent man, Lindlay, 
clearly shows. In the year 1621, when the Arch- 
bishop of Spalaten asked permission by letters to 
King James to depart from England, he was sent 
by his Eoyal Majesty, along with the very reverend 
bishops of London and Winchester, to deal with him 
concerning the various arguments in those letters, 
which seemed to him wonderful, of which conference 
a full report was published by them at London in 
1624. That his native country might, in some 
measure, benefit from the Muses, he, at his own 
expense, erected a school in the academic city of St 
Andrews, designed for children, for the rudiments of 
good learning, as the inscription over the entrance 
shows. 

31st January 1587. — About the ... . hour in 
the afternoon, my wife, a third time, gave birth to 
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twins ; the one, a male, was, on the 11th February 
following, baptised Frederick, in honour of the most 
gracious King Frederick of Denmark, the second of 
his name ; the other, a female, Joanna : the sponsors 
were Mr Alexander Betoun, Archdeacon of Lothian, 
in his own name and in absence of Lord Ogilvy ; 
Henry Guthrie of Collistoun; James, Parson of Carny. 
Their wives and some other notable neighbours were 
present. But most of all to be remembered was a 
famous lady, Joanna Forbes, Lady Ogilvy, who wished 
my daughter to be called by her own name, Sophia 
Joanna, which (wish) she obtained. 

Frederick died at Seaton, at 5 o’clock p.m., 16th 
August 1609, of consumption, aged twenty-one years 
six months and ten days. 

Michael, my eighth and youngest son, was born 
about midnight, 6th November 1589, while I was 
with the King in Norway. 

Elizabeth, my spouse, gave birth to a daughter on 
16th February 1590, about the .... hour in the 
afternoon, by name Anna, so ordered by Queen Anna : 
and so the Lord enriched me with twelve children, of 
whom eleven survive. 

10 th of May . — The removal of Elizabeth Gibb, my 
first most affectionate wife, from this miserable and 
fleeting life to heaven, took place at 3 o’clock in 
the morning, at Leith, 1593. 

§th May 1596. — I married, a second time, a noble 
matron, Dame Joanna Murray, widow of Torpichen, 
in the Church of St Cuthbert, Edinburgh. 
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My third wife, Marjory, brought forth a daughter 
to me, named Euphemia, her first born, about six 
o’clock a.m., the day of the moon, 20th April 1601. 

Marjory, third spouse, brought forth a daughter to 
me, Elizabeth, about eleven o’clock a.m., 11th February 
1603 : sponsors, Mr Steuart of Traquair, Mr Thomas 
Erskine of Dirlton, and the Lady Elphinston, with 
their daughters, and Elizabeth Schaw, one of the 
Queen’s notable maids. 

Marjory, my wife, gave birth to a third daughter, 
about two o’clock p.m., on the 5th July 1604, by 
name Nicola ; godmother, the Lady of Bonnyton ; 
godfathers, Sandford, Kenneth, and other notable 
neighbours. 

Marjory, my spouse, brought forth a daughter, 
about two o’clock a.m., on the Lord’s day, 18th 
December 1608, named Arbella, so named from Lady 
Arbella Stuart, a very illustrious lady of honour. 


Testimonies and Eulogies of very eminent 
Men regarding Mr Peter Young. 

William Camden in his description of Scotland, 
speaking concerning Musselburgh, in Lothian, at page 
688 : — I ought not to pass by in silence this title 
which a learned man, J. Napier, has in his notes on 
the Apocalypse handed down, and so truly described, 
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— a very famous man, Sir Peter Young, knight, 
tutor to King James VI. 

James, Bishop of Winchester, in the introduction 
prefixed to The Works of James Z, London, 1619, fol. 
. ... Our most gracious King, whom the Almighty 
God hath so greatly blessed with eminent natural gifts 
and marvellous acuteness of mind (so that the most 
learned, and my greatest friend, Sir Peter Young 
of Seaton, knight, formerly tutor and ambassador 
to his most gracious Majesty, now indeed counsellor 
and almoner in the kingdom of Scotland, is wont to 
call him, not undeservedly, God-instructed). 

The Scottish origin of Mr Peter Young, derived 
from the Greek language, will be seen very worthily 
recorded, in alphabetical order, in the MS. codices of 
a very learned man. Francis Young, extant in the 
upper Bodleian Lib., n. 74. 

I have no doubt but that Mr Young complied with 
the urgent requests of Mr Thomas Randolph, who 
had been frequently in Scotland on embassies, and 
with the entreaties and desires of others, and wrote 
A Life of George Buchanan , his very excellent friend. 
But where it may be, I have hitherto searched in 
vain. Others, for the recovery of this treasure, will 
perhaps be much more successful, which I wish and 
hope. 


END OF smith’s “ LIFE.” 
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I.— A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND 
DEATH OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS. By 
Mr Peter Young. Written in 1592. 

Mary, Queen of Scotland, only daughter and heir to the 
kingdom of James V., King of Scots, by Mary of Lorraine, 
daughter of the Duke of Guise (whom he espoused for his 
second wife — his first wife, Magdalene, eldest daughter of 
Francis I., King of France, having died childless), was 
born on the 7th of December 1542, eight days before the 
death of her father, the King, at Falkland : on which a 
vehement dispute arose in Scotland, between the very 
powerful nobles, Matthew Stuart of Lennox, and James 
Hamilton, Earl of Arran, regarding the custody of the 
infant Queen and the government of the kingdom. At 
that time a marriage alliance was very sedulously courted 
by Henry VIII., King of England, with his son, Edward 
VI., not so unequal in point of age to Queen Mary; then, 
some years after, Henry having died, the Duke of Somer- 
set, Viceroy of England, again, at the instance of the 
Scottish nobles, pressed in vain the same alliance, the 
French faction having opposed, a war raged very fierce 
and disastrous to the kingdom of Scotland. Meantime, 
Mary, about five years of age, was taken to France, where, 
having been brought up, was betrothed to Francis II., 
eldest son of Henry, then Dauphin — afterwards, on the 
death of his father, King of France. After his death, the 
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widowed Queen, attended by many French princes, most 
honourably returned to her own Scotland, and most pru- 
dently and happily, with the highest praise and goodwill of 
the people, governed for the space of four years her an- 
cestral kingdom : to her it was meet that she should have 
better advice, and leave royal issue of her own body, and 
she turned her mind to a second marriage, and Henry 
Stuart, eldest son of the foresaid Matthew, Earl of Lennox, 
and Lord Darnley, a choice in proportion and figure, and 
in dignity of appearance, excellent, descended from the 
royal race of England (namely, by Margaret Douglas, only 
daughter and heiress of the second marriage of Margaret, 
Queen of Scots, with Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, 
eldest daughter of Henry VII., wife of James IV., and 
mother of James V.), she chose as her suitor ; of which 
marriage, 19th June 1566, most auspiciously and for the 
public good, was born James VI., the undoubted great- 
great-grandson of Henry VII., King of England, who now 
happily wields the sceptre of the Scots — that whose reign 
be devout, happy, and prosperous, and of long duration, 
may Almighty God bless — Who gives and takes away 
kingdoms and crowns according to His own Divine Will. 
King Henry, in the flower of his age (for he had scarcely 
exceeded twenty years of age), was basely slain by James 
Hepburn, Earl of Both well, and other conspirators. Botli- 
well was now confident that by a bold stroke he would 
win the Queen’s hand (and he tried to effect this by 
carrying her off) and the royal crown by the removal of 
the young prince. Soon after the conscience-stricken 
assassin fled to Denmark to shun the penalty that was 
levelled at him for these foul deeds ; but even flight could 
not save him from the vengeance of God, for in that 
country ho lingered long in durance vile before his wicked 
spirit passed away. Next came a plot against the Queen’s 
person, got up by a party of nobles, and the result of it 
was that she was seized and confined in the Castle of 
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Loclileven. From this prison she made her escape, and, 
gathering some hurriedly raised levies, she determined to 
risk a battle and punisj^the rebels. But, being defeated 
by them, she gave up the struggle, and withdrew to 
England, to what she hoped was the safest harbour of 
refuge. Here she remained a prisoner for eighteen years, 
and during the whole of this period she was persecuted by 
the secret machinations of the partisans of her opponents, 
who sought to put her out of the way by hook or by 
crook ; but for a time they were baffled. At length her 
enemies openly assailed her, in the hearing of Queen Eliza- 
beth, with fresh slanders every day. They alleged that 
Mary was plotting against Elizabeth’s life and aiming at 
the Crown of England by getting rid of her. And so they 
first of all succeeded in bribing some of her domestic 
servants, and, in particular, a French secretary of hers. 
Then bringing these persons forward as witnesses to dis- 
close the pretended plot, they heaped false charges on the 
innocent Queen and formally accused her; and they did 
not stop till they secured her condemnation. A few 
months afterwards they forged Elizabeth’s signature, and 
caused Queen Mary to he beheaded. She met her doom, 
steadily asserting her innocence, feeling no womanish fear 
of death, and by her heroic strength of mind attesting her 
descent from a long line of kings. Elizabeth was not 
accessory to tins crime ; nay, so much did she abhor the 
cruel deed of Mary’s persecutors that she wrote several 
holograph letters to the King of Scotland, solemnly de- 
claring she had no hand in the crime. She went further — 
she sent envoys, and scrupulously cleared herself from any 
imputation. Such was the end of Queen Mary. She was 
related by blood or marriage to all the Sovereigns of 
Christendom, and almost all the independent monarchs. 
She was the great-granddaughter of Henry VII., King of 
England, and so the nearest relative of Queen Elizabeth, 
and on her death the undoubted heir to the throne. She 
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was the Dowager Queen of France, hereditary Queen of 
Scotland, as being the only child and heir of James V., 
the granddaughter of James IV., the great-granddaughter 
of James III., the great-great-granddaughter of James II., 
the great-great-great-granddaughter of James I., and the 
great-great-great-great-granddaughter of Robert III., son of 
Robert II., all Kings of Scotland. 

A sovereign lady, worthy of a better fortune, richly 
endowed with all natural gifts, all royal virtues, and 
especially clemency : she was of matchless beauty, and her 
generosity was unique. Above all, she rose superior to her 
sex in the good sense she displayed. Witness the opinion 
of a former elegant poet, who wrote a truthful eulogy on 
the Queen, and dedicated it to her. From this poem we 
quote the f olio wing lines 1 : — 

Lady, who now to our joy swayest the sceptre of Scotland, 
Transmitted from immemorial ancestors, 

Who surpassest thy lot by thy deserts, thy years by thy virtues, 
Thy sex by thy courage, thy line by thy noble character. 

For the rest, consult the Dedication prefixed to the 
Paraphrase of the Book of Psalms in Buchanan’s Works. 


II.— TESTAMENT DATIVE AND INVENTARIE. 

The Testament Dative and Inventarie 2 of the guidis 
geir and dettis of vmquhill ane honorabill man 
Sir Piter Zoung of Soattoun Knicht Lord elimo- 
sinar to his Majestie the tyme of his deceis quha 
deceissit in the plaice of Seattoun within the 
parochine of Sanct Vigiane and Schirrefidome 

1 This is a translation from the Latin. The original is a good 
specimen of Young’s command of Latin. 

2 Printed by me, with remarks on the state of agriculture in 
Scotland, 1628. Proceedings Society of Antiquaries of Scotland , 
8th April 1889. 
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of Forfare vpon the sevint day of Jamiar the 
yeir of God j m vj c tuentie aucht yeires ffaith- 
fullie maid and given vpe be Michaell Anna 
and Marjorie Zoungis lawfull bairnes executoris 
datives decernit to their said vmquhill father be 
decreit of my lord commissar of Sanct Anclrois 
the xxiiij day of October the yeir of God j m vj G 
tuentie aucht yeires 

In the ffirst the said defunct the tyme of his deceis foir- 
said had the guidis and geir following of the pryces and 
valoris efter specefeit viz vpone the landis and maines of 
Seattoun tuelffe young plewche oxin pryce of the peice 
overhead xxij Ub Sumina ij°lxiiij lib Item sax auld oxin 
pryce of the peice overhead xiij Ub vj 8 viij d Summa lxxx lib 
Item four cotch hors pryce of the peice overhead ij clib 
Summa viij cllb Item ane gray held cuirser naig pryce 
l Ub Item ane young meir pryce lxvj lib xiij 8 iiij d Item ane 
meir with ane foill pryce j c xxxiij lib vj s viij d Item sawin 
vpone the saidis landis of Seattoun ten bollis tua firlottis 
quhyte estimat to the feird curne extending to xlij bollis 
quhyte pryce of the boll corne and fodder vj lib xiij 3 iiij d 
Summa ij c lxxx lib Item in the barne and barne yaird of 
Seattoun xxxj bollis tua firlottis quhyte pryce of the boll 
vj Ub xiij s iiij d Summa ij c x Iib Item mair thair xiij bolhs 
tua firlottis peis pryce of the boll corne and fodder iiij lib 
xiij 3 iiij d Summa lxiij lib Item lxix bollis beir pryce of 
the boll iiij lib xiij 8 iiij d Summa ij c xxij Ub Item thretten 
scor ten bollis aittis pryce of the boll iij Ub vj s viij d Sum- 
ma ix° lib Item ane cotche pryce iiij c lib Item sevin pair 
of irone harrowis fyve cairtis and waines and thrie plewis 
with thair ganging geir pryce of the haill xl lib Item sawin 
in the law thrie bollis halfFe boll quhyte estimat to the 
feird curne extending to xiiij bollis quhyte pryce of the 
boll corne and fodder vj Ub xiij s iiij d Summa lxxxxiij lib 
vj 3 viij d Item standing in the barne and barne yaird of the 
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law ten bollis halffe boll quhyte pryce of the boll vj ,ib xiij 8 
iiij d Summa lxx lib Item mair threttie sex bolhs beir pryce 
of the boll corne and fodder iiij ,ib xiij 8 iiij d Summa j c lxviij lib 
Item of peis and benis nyne bolhs pryce of the boll iiij llb 
xhj 3 ihj d Summa xl lib Item of aittis sevin scor threttein 
bollis pryce of the boll iij lib vj 8 viij d Summa v c x bb Item 
vpone the landis and maines of Arbeikie threttie twa 
young pleuch oxin pryce of the peice xxij llb Summa 
vj c iiij lib Item thair ellevin auld oxin pryce of the peice 
xiiij lib vj s vhj d Summa j c xlvj llb xiij 8 hij d Item sex ky 
with calffis pryce of the peice overhead xx llb Summa 
j c xx lib Item thrie thrie yeir auld stottis and quoyes pryce 
of the peice xij llb Summa xxxvj llb Item tua tua yeir 
auld stottis pryce of the peice x llb Summa xx Ub Item 
ane quoy of tua yeir auld pryce x bb Item four yeirling 
stottis and quoyes pryce of the peice vj Ub xhj s iiij d 
Summa xxvj Ub xiij 8 ihj d Item ane buh pryce xx Ub Item 
four scor seventein yeld scheip pryce of the peice xl s 
Summa j^xxxxiiij^ Item threttie hoggis pryce of the 
peice xx 8 Summa xxx llb Item sax hors and mearis pryce 
of the peice overhead xxvj lib xiij s iiij d Summa j c lx Ub 
Item mair in the barne and barne yaird of Arbeikie tuentie 
four bolhs quhyte pryce of the boll vj Ub xiij 8 iiij d Summa 
j c lx lib Item mair in the barne and barne yaird nyne bollis 
peis pryce of the boll iii lib xiij 8 iiij d Summa xlij llb Item 
thair tuentie scor bolhs aittis pryce of the boll iij llb vj s viij d 
Summa j m iij c xxxiij Ub vj 3 viij d Item mair four scor sextein 
bolhs beir pryce of the boll corne and fodder iiij llb xiii s iiij d 
Summa hij c xlviij lib Item four pair of harrowis twa cairts 
and thrie gangand plewis pryce xxx llb Item ane rubie ring 
ane aggat breslet sum golden homes and pearhs all estimat 
to lxvj bb xiij 8 ihj d Item of jewehs and goldsmyth wark 
tuelffe medallis of gold quhairof thair is ane sett with 
stanes estimat to iiij c lxvj lib xhj 8 iii d Item ane vther sett 
with stanes estimat to ij c xxxiij llb vj 3 viij d Item the vther 
ten weyand ane vnce and ane halffe vnce wecht of gold ilk 
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peice pryce of the vnce xl bb Summa lx lib ilk peice and in 
haill vj c Item sextein pund wecht of silver wark 
pairtlie gilt and pairtlie partiall gilt pryce of the vnce iij lib 
Summa vij c lxviij llb Item ane pair of gold breislettis pryce 
xl Iib Item ane great gold ring sett with threttein 
diamonds pryce thairof vj c Ixvj lib xiij 3 iiij d Item the de- 
functes haill buikis by and attour his majosteis buikis 
estimat to ij mlib Item of purs pones tuoliffe portingall 
duicattis pryce of the peice l Hb Summa vj oUb Item in the 
defunctis purs tua dubill angellis at xxvj ub xiij s iiij d Tua 
sextein mark peices is xxj lib vj 3 viij d twa vngaris dewcattis 
estimat baith to ix hb vj B viij d fyve fyve mark pices estimat 
to xvj llb xiij 8 iiij d Ane seall ring worth xiij llb vj 8 viij d 
Item ane silver key with ane silver stampt weyand ane 
vnce wecht estimat to iij ub Item of money intromittit 
with Marjorie Nairne relict of the defunct lxvj lib xiij 8 
iiij d Item ano mwntar pryce lxvj lib xiij 8 iiij d Item in 
vtenceill and domeceill with the ahuilzement of the de- 
functis bodie estimat to j m iii c xxxiij lib vj 3 vhj d 

Summa of the Inventarie xiij ra vij c lxxj lib vj 8 viij d 

Bettis awand to the deid. 

In the ffirst be James Hepburne in the law of ferine 
maill crope 1627 yeires sextein bollis pryce of the boll v Ub 
Summa lxxx Ub Item be John and David Chrysteis in 
Aberbrothok sextein bollis beir pryce of the boll v lib vj 3 
viij d Summa lxxxv lib vj 3 viij d Item be Andro Arnott in 
Halkliill crope 1627 sex chalder wictuall thairof four bollis 
quhyte and the rest tua pairt maill and third pairt beir 
pryce of the boll quhyte vj lib xiij 3 iiij d pryce of the boll 
meill and beir overhead v Ub vj 3 viij d Summa iiij 3 lxxxxiij bb 
vj 3 vuj d Item be James Young in Kewtoun in the barne 
of Lwnan for his formes crope 1627 sex chalder wictuall 
thairof four bollis quhyte and the rest tua pairt meill and 
tlnrd pairt beir pryces respective foirsaidis Summa 
iiij c lxxxxiij lib vj 3 viij d Item be Jolinne Dureis in Dun- 
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barnet for his fermes crope foirsaid thrie chalderis wictuall 
tua pairt maill and third pairt beir pryces respective foir- 
saidis Summa ij c lvj lib Item be my lord of Garleis and 
his cautioneris j m lib money principall with tua yeires ann- 
well thairof preciding the defunts deceis extending to ij c llb 
Item be Sir Walter Stewart of Minto Knicht and his 
cautioneris j m iij c xxxiij lib vj 8 viij d Item be ... . 
Durhame of Duntarvie j c llb Item be my lord of Marre of 
bygaine few dewteis of the lordschip of Torphichen iij c j llb 
Item be Walter Arnott in Scottistoun iij c vj Ub xiij 8 iiij d 
Item be my lord Carnegie for the few dewtie of Glaster 
and Carnegie crope 1626 and 1627 yeires yeirlie lxxviij llb 
Summa j c lvj bb Item be Johnne Smyth in Metliio auchtein 
bollis wictuall crope 1627 tua pairt meill and thrie pairt 
beir pryces respective foirsaidis Summa lxxxxvj Ub Item 
be David Mitclielsone for his fermes crope foirsaid threttie 
four bollis wictuall tua pairt maill and third pairt beir 
pryces respective foirsaidis Summa j c lxxxj Ub vj s viij d 
Item be Thomas Eowlar thair threttie four bollis wictuall 
tua pairt maill and third pairt beir for his fermes the said 
crope pryces respective foirsaidis Summa j c lxxxj lib vj 8 
viij d Item mair be him of bygones tuelffe bollis wictuall 
yeirlie crope 1625 and 1626 yeires pryces foirsaidis 
Summa lviiij Ub 

Summa of the saidis dettis . . . v m iiij c xxvj lib xiij s iiij d 

Summa of the Inventarie and dettis . xxj m ij c lxxxxviij Ub 

Dettis awand be the dead. 

In the ffirst to Alexander Petrie serveand of fie lx lib 
Item to William Hodgstoun xl llb Item to Henrie Petrie 
of fie xl lib Item to James Clark of fie xiij lib vj 8 viij d Item 
to Gilbert Patersone of fie xiij lib vj 8 viij d Item to David 
Dalgetie of fie vj Ub xiij 3 iiij d Item to Matild Cant of fie 
xx lib Item to Helene Durward of fie xx llb Item to Agnes 
Bowman v Ub vj 8 viij d Item to Beigis Eobertsone of fie 
vj Kb Item to Euphame Lindesay of fie vj Hb xiij 8 iiij d Item 
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to IssobeU My In of fie xxj lib vj 8 viij d Item for fyve 
ze welds fies xxiij lib vj B viij d Item to the chamberlane of 
Aberbrothok for the few dewteis of the Law crope 1627 
lxxxvj lib vj s viij d Item to Issobell Blair serveand of fie 
xl hb Item to Alexander Lyndj^ay of fie xl llb Item to 
Maister Silvester Lambie minister at Glames of teind 
the said yeir v lib vj s viij d Item to Maister James Bait 
minister at Maines of teynd v lib vj s viij d Item to the aires 
and exeentouris of vmquhill Doctor Henrie Philpo minister 
at Aberbrothok xxxvij bb vj s viij d of teynd Item to Maister 
James Philpe minister Lwnan fnrth of the teindis of 
Arbeikie the said yeir for his stipend twelffe bollis maill 
and sex bollis beir pryce of the boll overhead v llb vj s viij d 
Summa lxxxxvj lib Item to him of small teynd viij llb 
Item to Alexander Watson merchand burges of Dundie for 
merchandise v c lxxviij llb xviij s vj d Item to William Buchane 
merchand burges of Aberbrothok v c xl lib vj s ij d Item to Alex- 
ander Smyth merchand burges of Dundie ij c xliiij llb Item to 

Marione Guidlad lxxx lib Item to and Robert 

Murray hir spous j c xx iib Item to Williame Saidlar xvj lib 

Item to spous to Williame Galloway xxx Ub 

Item to Marione Fyffe xxx llb vj 8 viij d Item to Johne 
Bany cordiner in Aberbrothok j c xlvj Ub xiij s iiij d Item mair 

to him for schoone xxxiij Ub Item to spous to 

Maister Patrik Carnegie xxj Ub Item to Andro Wood 
xxx lib Item to David Symsone alias Scho candlemaker 
xviijhh xiij s iiij cl Item to James Litiljohn vj lib xiij 3 iiij d 
Item to Johnne Ogilvie in Montrois xxxiij nb vj 3 viij d Item 
to Alexander Scott in Vlischkeawin xiiijhh xiij 8 iiij d Item to 
Margaret Wallintyne v lib xiij 8 iiij d Item to Robert Stremar 
in Montrois xiiij lib xiij 8 iiij d Item to James Scott ereilman 
vij lib vj 8 viij d . 

Summa of the saidis dettis . . . ij m v c xv ,ib xviij 8 

Summa of the frie geir dettis deducit . xviij m vij c xxxij lib ij s 

To be devydit in thrie pairtis ilk pairt is . vj in ij c xliiij lib viij d 
This present Inventarie and Testament befoire wreattin 
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togidder with the executoris thairin aboue constituite is 
confirmit vpone the tuentie sext day of November the yeir 
of God j m vj c xxviij yeires The said Michaell Young ane of 
the executoris aboue wreattin for himseffe maid faith etc. 
As also the said Anna Young ane vther of the saidis 
executoris for hir selffe and in name of Marjorie Young 
and hir sister ane vther of the executoris being minor 
siclyke maid faith etc. And David Lyndesay of Kynnetles 
and Maister Thomas Lyoun of Cossinnes be thair band 
produceit ar becume cawtioneris conjunctlie for the said 
Michaell Young ane of the saidis executoris and James 
Maister of Calwill and David Boisuall appeirand of 
Balmwtto ar becume cawtioneris conjunctlie for the saidis 
Anna and Marjorie Youngis the vther tua executoris That 
the haill guidis and geir contenit in this aboue wreattin 
testament salbe saiff and f urth cumand to all perteis havand 
interest thairto as law will. 


ID.— COPY LETTER 1 from PETER YOURG of 

Seaton “ To Sir PATRICK YAKS of Barn- 

BARROCH,” FROM THE ORIGINAL IN THE CHARTER 

Chest at Barnbarroch. 

My Lord, — 

Eftir maist hertley commendation, I have 
gotten the arrestment subscryvit togidder with the othir 
letters for staying of proces, and hes dolyverit thame to 

1 This letter refers to Young and Barnbarroch’s second embassy to 
Denmark, on which they sailed 15th May 1887 (two months after 
date). The black “claithes” was mourning for the death of the 
King’s mother, Mary Queen of Scots, who was beheaded at Fothering- 
hay Castle. 
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my Lady, your bedfellow, quha has not been ydle on hir 
part for y r L/ departing. I have obtenit aite. uther letter 
of arrestment to stay the schips heir presently maid at his 
Majesty’s a win instance, but ony mentioun of us, quliilk sal 
be partly put in execution this same day at Leyth, and 
thairafter at Montros and Dondy St Androis and langis all 
the coste side, and for that same cause I am instantly to 
tak over Capten Arnat with me. I have spoken his 
Majestie at Creichtoun sen your departing, and has his 
Heines promeis that na preceapts sal pass quhill we be 
first staikit. My Lord Secretare has hecht to hold his 
Majitie in remembrance and to hald hand that we be not 
prevenet be ony. I am making hame till the first of the 
nixt, quhair I sail not be unmyndful of our erand, for I f eir 
my Lord Secretare sail forget and Mr George allsua. The 
Clerk Register is busy casting over all the register for six 
things as I have cravet of him. 

The skippar was at me again to see gif we wad give the 
1800 merkis. I stude still at the 1000 merkis that your 
Lordship offerit him. This day we be to speik farther. I 
sail not pass the 1200 quhill I see quhat schipping there is 
in uther partis. Ye will remember that the gentilmen be 
clad in blak but cullouris, for sa his Majestie spak unto 
mo and my Lord Secretare baith sa, that sail represent 
a gravitie and half ane duell. The grat lang ruffis and 
meikle belliis wad be castin away. This I writ that the 
gentilmen may be warnit in deu tyme or they mak thair 
claithos utherwyis as I sail warne neyne. I schewe y r 
Lordship that the last abbot of Glenlusse has promesit me 
Hegisippas in Greek written with hand, and Commentaria 
Csesari’s Manuscripta siclyk. I wald pray y r L/ to 
enqnyre qnha gat his bukis that theis micht be recoverot yit, 
war not they war aid and evil favourit. Jhone Hume of 
Cumeragane had broucht thame to me, y r L/ kennis the 
taile. Because I am pressit to depart for the tyde that 
is at hand, I will commit y r L/ to God be quhais grace I 
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haist to be in this toune again the first or second of the 
nixt. 

From Halyrude house this XVIII of Mairche 1586. 

Your Lordship at command for ever, 

P. Young of Seatoun. 

To the richt Hon ble and my very 
special gudo Lord, My Lord 
of Barnbarrow, Lord of his 
Heines, Privy Counsell and 
Sessioun. 


IV.— EXTRACT. 

In 1574, the assembly which met in August of that Proceedings 
year willed their beloved brethren, Mr George Buchanan, Antiquaries 
Mr Peter Young, pedagogue to our Sovereign Lord, Mr vol. iv. 
Andrew Melvill, and Mr James Lawson, to peruse the p^Vi’ 
History of Job, which had been compiled in Latin verse by 
Mr Patrick Adamson, and to authorise it by their signa- 
tures, if they should find it agreeable to the truth of God’s 
Word. 

In Lord Burleigh’s list of persons worthy (that is, who 
could repay the cost by their services) of being bribed to 
Queen Elizabeth’s interests in 1579 are in that “of persons 
who were not commended by the Regent (Morton), yet by 
others thought meet to be entertained,” the names of Mr 
George Buchanan, the King’s tutor, a singular man, and 
Peter Young, “another tutor to the King, specially well 
affected, and ready to persuade the King to be in favour of 
her Majesty”; and among the names of such as are to be 
entertained in Scotland “by pensions out of England ” are 
Buchanan, £100 ; Peter Young, £30. 

I have not been able to find any evidence that either 
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Buchanan or Young accepted these pensions. They may 
have, but there is no evidence. It is impossible to believe 
such a thing of George Buchanan ; his whole life contradicts 
it. 


V.— SIR JAMES MELYILLE. 

“ Now the young King was broucht up in Stirling be 
Allexander Askin (Erskine) and my Lady Mar ; and had 
for principall precept oris Messter George of Buchwhennen 
and Messter Peter Young, the abbotis of Cambuskenneth 
and Drybrouch, branches of the house of Askin, and the 
Lard of Dromwhassell, his Majcsteis maister housall ; 
Allexander Askin wes a nobleman of a trew gentill 
nature, weill loved and lyked of every man for his gude 
qualities and gret discretion, in naywayes factious nor 
enuyous, a lover of all honest men, and desyred ever to 
have sic as wer of gud conversation to be about the 
prince rather then his awen nerer friendis, gif he thoucht 
them not sa meit. 

“ The Laird of Dromwhassell again was ambitious and 
greedy, and had greatest care how till advance himself and 
his friendis. The twa abbotis wer wyse and modest.” 

“ My Lady Mar was wyse and schairp, and held the King 
in great awe; and sae did Messter George Buchwhennan. 
Messter Peter Young was gentiller, and was laith till offend 
the King at any time, and used himself warily as a man 
that had mynd of his awen weill be keeping his Majesties 
favour.” 

“ Messter George was a stoick philosoper, and looked 
not far before the hand.” 

“ He was become sliperie and cairless, and followed in 
many things the vulgair opinion, for he was naturallie 
populaire and extrem vengeable against any man that 
offended him quhilk was his greatest fault.” 
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Sir James Melville concludes by adding that Buchanan 
became the Regent Morton’s mortal enemy from being his 
great friend, because a pony of his (Buchanan’s) had been 
taken from his servant for the public use in the civil 
troubles, and of which Morton really knew nothing about. 

It may account for the slight bias apparent in the above 
against Mr Peter Young when it is stated that Melville 
was after this the great opponent of Young in the Danish 
marriage. He refused the embassy which Young accepted 
and carried to so perfect a conclusion. Sir James advo- 
cated closer alliance with Elizabeth and England. 


YI. —COMPLAINTS TO PRIVY COUNCIL. 


Complaint by the Sheriff- Clerk of Perth. 

Mr Peter Young of Seton has caused denonce him as a Privy Council 

rebel for non-payment of £2021, alledged to have been 

assigned to the said Peter as the tax of the shire of Perth p. 516, 

- , -i a.d. 1603. 

for the prince s baptism. 

The Lords of Council suspended the Letters of Horning 
against Sheriff-Clerk. 


These pages quoted refer to the great punctuality of Pages x, xx, 
Peter Young’s attendance at the meetings of the Privy vo j ’ 
Council. It is said that, except the Chancellor, he was the 
most regular attendant. 


The Land Question in 1607. 

Complaint to Privy Council by Sir Peter Young, a Privy 
~ .. vol. vii. p. 407, 

Louncellor. Privy Council 

Complaint by Peter Young of Seton, that, upon Records. 

16th June last, the Provost and Baillies of Forfar had 

F 
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a.d. 1608, 
Privy Council 
Records , 
vol. viii. 
p. 647. 


convocated the whole inhabitants of the said burgh to the 
number of 300 persons, who, all armed with corslets, jacks, 
steel bonnets, spears, halberts, lances, swords, and other 
weapons, came “ with sound of drum ” to that part of the 

common rnuir of 1 which had been peaceably 

possessed by the complainer’s predecessors past memory 
of man, and there, with spades and swords, “cuttit and 
destroyit the haill turves and dovallis then cassin and 
win,” and chased his servants off the said muir ; to which, 
for fear of their lives, they dare not repair. Charge has 
been given to Walter Lindsay, Provost, and William 
Anderson, Johnne Dickson, and George Hunter, Baillies 
of Forfar, to answer; and now, the pursuer and said 
Baillies appearing personally, the Lords assoilzie the 
defenders, because the pursuer, after having produced divers 
witnesses, has failed in his proof, and because the convoca- 
tion was for “ riding and rescuing of the merches ” of the 
said burgh, and no violence had been committed. 

This quarrel went on, and in 1608 the Provost and 
Baillies of Forfar were bound over to keep the peace, and 
not to harm Sir Peter Young, in 500 merks each, or 4000 
merks in all. 


Actions. 

Action b y Sir P. Young of Seaton against Andro 
vol. viii.’ Mu n cur of that Ilk as unrelated from a horning of 8th 
p. 468, 1610. November last for not paying pursuer £360 and another 
sum of ,£160. 

Pursuer appearing, decree as above against defender. 


Edinburgh, 13 th February 1610. 

P RccZds 0WlCil ThlS day a n6W Privy Council was formed, limited to 

Likely the Muir of Montreathinont, as part of this property seems 
to have been a family estate inherited by Sir Peter from his father. 
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thirty-five persons, of whom Sir P, Young was one ; of 
which seven were to be convened before any business 
could be performed ; all the members were selected from 
the old and larger Privy Council, except one man who 
alone was a new councellor. 

The old Privy Council was large and unwieldy. Sir 
Peter is always praised for his constant attendance, which 
is here again mentioned. 


VII.— LETTER FROM MR YOUNG TO BEZA. 

This letter was found in the Ducal Library at Gotha, and 
was published in the Scotsman newspaper some time ago, 
with remarks on the portrait of John Knox by P. Hume 
Brown. The original letter is in Latin : — 

Edinburgh, 13 th November 1579. 

Your kind letter came to my hands last month, though 
shortly before I had received from a countryman of ours another 
letter from you commending Serranus. To the best of my ability 
I have endeavoured to meet the requests in both letters. The 
Plato of Serranus— -that is, his industry in illustrating Plato — I 
have spoken of to His Majesty in the warmest terms at my com- 
mand ; and, in truth, the labours of Serranus, in their own kind, 
are not to be despised. According to your suggestion, I have 
read your letter itself to His Majesty, word for word ; and you 
may rest assured that he is greatly touched by it. For all learned 
and good men he has a lively affection ; but, specially yourself 
and your city, as the port of refuge of all the good and learned, 
he goes out to with all his heart, as, in his letter publicly addressed 
to the Council of Geneva, he has shown his desire to testify. 

Mr Buchanan, whom I greeted in your name, returns your 
greetings with the most dutiful regard, and sends you his “ Bap- 
tistes” and his dialogue “De Jure Regni.” Mainly at your in- 
stance, though he is now foredone with age and disease, he has 
resolved to revise his “ Psalms ” as soon as he obtains the trans- 
lation of Tremellius. 

With regard to your request that I should send you the 
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portraits of the illustrious men who have toiled for the glory of 
God among us, and specially that of Mr Knox, set it for ever 
down to the negligence (not to use a stronger word) of our nation 
that it has never given heed to this duty. Not even of Knox, a 
man worthy of eternal memory, does any representation exist. 
However, I have approached certain of our artists, and if they 
stand by their promises, you will receive a portrait of him along 
with this letter. Meanwhile, with my own pencil I will describe 
his face and bearing from my own recollection of him, and 
from the report of such as were most intimate with him while he 
yet lived. The whole story of his life you will hear from Mr 
Lowson. In stature, then, he was slightly under the middle 
height, of well-knit and graceful figure, with shoulders somewhat 
broad, longish fingers, head of moderate size, hair black, com- 
plexion somewhat dark, and a general appearance not impleasing. 
In his stern and severe countenance there was a natural dignity 
and majesty not without a certain grace, and in anger there was 
an air of command on his brow. Under a somewhat narrow 
forehead his brows stood out in a slight ridge over his ruddy and 
slightly swelling cheeks, so that his eyes seemed to retreat into 
his head. The colour of his eyes was bluish-grey, their glance 
keen and animated. His face was rather long ; his nose of more 
than ordinary length ; the mouth large ; the lips full, the upper 
a little thicker than the lower ; his beard black mingled with 
grey, very long and moderately thick. . . . I send you an eulogium 
of my revered father, Mr Buchanan, with a portrait of him done 
to the life. 

Just as I am signing this letter, an artist has opportunely come 
in, and brought in one box the likenesses of Knox and Buchanan. 

After this letter there can be no reasonable doubt that 
the portrait of Knox sent by Young to Beza is the original 
of that which appears in the leones . Tested by its fidelity 
to Young's description of the personal appearance of Knox, 
the Beza portrait must be regarded as an admirable likeness, 
though the engraving of Hondius in Verheidiu's Imagines 
is even a more striking presentment. 
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VIII. — FAMILY OF SIR PETER. 

I did not intend to enter on the subject of the children 
of Sir Peter Young, but, as no fewer than four of his sons 
rose to eminence, I can hardly pass them over. 


Sir James, the eldest son, was knighted, and got land in 
Ulster. 


Peter, the third son of Sir Peter Young, was a gentle- 
man of the bedchamber to Charles I., and went in the 
suite of the Earl of Spenser on a special mission to invest 
Gustavus Adolphus with the Order of the Garter. I 
append a patent of knighthood in his favour by that King, 
dated 1628. ITe died in his prime, at the age of 48 years, 
6 th February 1631. 


Robert, twin brother of above, was a clever scholar, but 
died at the early age of 37. He travelled as tutor to a 
nobleman, and died at Weston while engaged in writing 
his travels on his return from the Holy Land. Whether 
his book was ever printed I have not found. 


The fifth son of Sir Peter was the most distinguished 
member of his family, and a more celebrated scholar than 
his father. As a Greek scholar he was the most famous of 
his time. He was librarian to Prince Henry and Charles 
I. He was rector of two livings, and a prebendary and 
treasurer of St Paul's, He received two grants of money 
from the Treasury for aid of a gTeat work he was employed 
upon, but the Civil War and the execution of Charles put 
an end to labours which Cromwell did not encourage. 
Patrick died at Broomfield, Essex, 7th September 1652, 


86 


LIFE OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON. 


and was interred in Broomfield Church. "Who he married 
does not appear, hut he left two daughters, — the eldest, 
Elizabeth, married to John Attwood, Esq. ; and Sarah, 
married to Sir Samuel Bowes, knight. 


John, the sixth son, also rose to considerable power. 
He became Dean of Winchester and Chaplain to King 
James I. He travelled largely in charge of Lord Wharton’s 
son. He acquired considerable property in Eife, and 
founded a flourishing school in St Andrews, which con- 
tinues to this day. He left his landed property to his 
nephew, Peter Young of Seaton, and died, aged 70 years, 
about 1655. 


By his last wife, Marjory Nairne, daughter of Nairne of 
Sandfords, Sir Peter Young had four daughters but no 
sons. Three of these grew up and married. Euphemia 
married Sir David Ogilvy of Clova ; Nicola married David 
Boswell of Balinuto; and Arabella married John Living- 
stone, younger of Dunnipace. 


IX.— LIST OF TITLE-DEEDS NOW OR LATELY 
AT SEATON. 

1st. Boundary evident of the lands of Easter and Waster 
Seaton, dated 16th August 1585, “for away putten of 
warres and contentions as to the marche of Easter Seaton, 
belonging to Maister Peter Young, on the one part, and the 
wester half, belonging to William Ochterlony, on the other 
part.” 


2nd. Crown charter in favour of Peter Young, 24th 
February 1585. Lands of Dickmontlaw, etc., etc. 
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3rd. Sasine in favour of Peter Young on a feu-charter 
by the commendator and covenant of these lands, with the 
teinds and pertinents, dated 31st December 1585, preced- 
ing a charter of alienation by Andrew Annand, portioner, 
of Dickmontlaw. 


4th. Sasine in favour of Peter Young by Andrew 
Annand, portioner, of Dickmontlaw. 

j 

5th. Charter by Sir John Carnegie of Ethie, knight, to 
Peter Young (grandson of Sir Peter), dated 9th February 
1688. 


6th. A Disposition, dated 25th July 1670, by Peter 
Young of Seaton (the grandson) to Henry Crawford and 
his wife, and the longest liver of them, and Henry their 
son in fee, “of all and haill the 1 sunny half’ ” of all and 
sundry the lands of Seaton. 1 


Sir Peter Young also possessed the estate of Wester 
Meatliie, which appears to have remained in the family 
until 1660, and he owned half the lands and superiority 
of the town and lands of Arbekie in Lunan. 

His eldest son, Sir James, appears to have acquired the 
fine estate of Invereighty from Thomas Balbirnie during 
his father’s lifetime ; and at his father’s death he succeeded 
to, besides Seaton, etc., “The port and teind fish of Cove- 
haven and the wreck and wair (sea-weed), with the pasture 
and priviledge of the muir of Aberbrothock, called Firthes, 
20 bolls of frumenty, etc., and a tenement in Dundee, 
annual rent £6, 10s.” 

1 This Peter, the grandson of Sir Peter, in his old age, sold the 
whole estate at Seaton, and purchased the fine property of Aldbar 
near Brechin. No. 1 is a very curious deed. 
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X. 

Tlie tombstone of John Young, 1583, in the Houf of 
Dundee, bears an inscription in Latin, which may he 
rendered as follows : — 

Sacred to the Memory of John Young and Margaret 
Scrymgeor, the best of parents. Peter Young of Seaton, in 
the affectionate discharge of filial duty, caused this monu- 
ment to he erected. John Young slept in the year of 
Salvation 1583, the first of the Calends of September, and 
of his age 86, and Margaret in the year of the Lord 1578, 
on the fifth of the Ides of March, aged 68. 


The day of death is the birth of eternal life. 


XI.— NOTE CONCERNING THE FAMILY 
OF OUCHTERLONY. 

1 record the following (copied from the ancient account 
of Angus, written by John Ouchterlonie, a.d. 1684), be- 
cause the connection of this family with the Youngs was so 
close. 

Old John writes in 1684 : — “ I have ane accompt of the 
marriages of the Eamilee for fifteen generations. The 
Familee is very ancient, and was very great, having had 
above fourteen score of chalders of vitual, which was a 
great estate in those days.” 

“My grandfather told me he saw a letter from Sir 
William Wallace, Governour of Scotland, directed to his 
4 trusty and assured friend, the Laird of Ouchterlonie, ’ re- 
quiring him in all haste to repair to him with his friends 
and servants, notwithstanding his pass was not out ; which 
pass did bear allowing him to travel from Cunninghamhead 
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to Ouchtermergitie, now Ba]medies, which was his place of 
residence, about his lawful affairs, and to repair to him again 
in a short time therein prescribed. ‘For its lyke,’ says 
Wallace, 4 we will have use for you and other honest men in 
the countrie within a short tyrne.’ Accordingly the Barns 
of Air were burned shortly thereafter. The letter and pass 
are both together. Probably the Laird of Drum, who 
purchased the estate, hath these and other antiquities of our 
Eamilee, but they cannot be had for the present.” 


XII.— NOTE CONCERNING THE CREST 
OF THE YOUNGS. 

John Young, Bailie of Edinburgh 1578, seals with three stoddart's 

Scottish Arms , 

piles. pp. 215 - 311 . 

Sir Peter Young of Seaton, tutor to James VI., has an 
annulet on each pile, and a crescent for a crest. 

His descendant, Young of Aldbar, bore argent, three 
piles sable, as many annulets of the first in chief. Crest, 
a lion rampant, gules, holding a sword in his paw proper. 

Motto : “ Great God Governe.” 

This was altered at the matriculation of Peter of Aldbar 
(which he bought when he sold Seaton), 1672-78, three 
annulets, or, being placed on a chief. Motto : “ Robori 
Prudentia Pnestat.” A note is appended, “ which coat is 
declared to be ye paternall of ye name of Young,” 
apparently making him the head of the family. 
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XIII. 

“In the Calendar of the House of Lords for 1642 there 
is the notice of a petition presented by Dame Marjory 
Young, his widow, in which she declares that “ King James 
granted her a pension of <£200 per annum, which King 
Charles confirmed, in consideration of the services of Sir 
Peter, who was tutor to King James, and seven times am- 
bassador for the making up of the match between His 
late Majesty and Queen Ann ; of this pension, the arrears 
now amount to £850, and £3000 besides are due from His 
Majesty to petitioner's two daughters. She has, in conse- 
quence, become so indebted that she is in fear of arrest ; 
she prays their Lordships to give order for the payment of 
the money due to her, or of some part of it, for relief of her 
distress" {Fifth Report of Royal Commission on Hist., MSS., 
p. 65). Ho records exist to show whether the petition was 
granted or not. It appears, however, from one of the docu- 
ments preserved at Traquair House, that, on 30th June 
1631, King Charles sent a letter, signed by himself, to the 
Earl of Traquair, the Treasurer-Depute, authorising him 
“ to continue and pay to Sir Peter Young, Knight, the 
pension of 500 merks granted to his deceased father, Sir 
Peter Young, Knight, by the late King James VI.” 
( Ninth Report of Royal Commission on Hist., MSS., 
p. 244.) 

See Burgess Roll of Dundee, p. 80. 
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XIV.— PATENT of KNIGHTHOOD bestowed on 
PETER YOUNG (By GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 
King of Sweden, 1627) of the most noble Golden 
Order. Translated from the Latin. 

We, Gustavus Adolphus, by the Grace of God, King of the 
Swedes, Goths, and Vandels, Great Prince of Finland, Duke 
Esthonia and Courland, also Lord of Jutland, Ect. : Do 
signify by these presents to all concerned, or whom it may 
in any respect con to all and Sundries, who may see, read, oi 
hear the same : For as much as the most Serene and 
Mighty Prince Charles, by the Grace of God, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the laith, etc., our 
Brother and very dear Friend, in order to promote our closer 
union, and in testimony of his regard, and as a pledge of his 
unutterable affection towards us, has within these few days 
past presented to us by a solemn embassy the golden badge 
of the order of St George ; and in conducting that matter 
has employed that Noble man, Peter Young, his armour- 
bearer and one of the Gentlemen of his Bedchamber : There- 
fore, as for many reasons this Embassy is in itself most 
agreeable to us, so we at the same time judge it reasonable 
and fit to confer some mark of respect on the Ambassadors 
employed on such occasion, and since it is usual with us 
to satisfy our favour by some honorary badge ; and as 
among all nations the dignity of the Equestrian Order 
(Knighthood) has been always held in the highest estima- 
tion : Therefore the reason of the thing, and the merits of 
the parties concerned, determine us to bestow this honour- 
able mark of favour : For, as from the mutual friendship 
which subsists betwixt us and the most Serene King of 
Great Britain, it seemed highly fit and becoming that the 
Embassy which brought to us the badge of the Equestrian 
dignity should receive from us in return the same honours 
of°Knighthood, so it seemed in a peculiar manner fitting 
that the reward of this honorary badge should be conferred 
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both on the Ambassador on account of his prudent discharge 
of the civil part of the transaction and also on the armor- 
bearer on account of his Warlike bravery suitable to the 
office he sustains : That it may be known by his posterity 
that he has carried back with him this not only as a badge 
of his bravery, but as an encomium on his well-conducted 
embassy. Besides, so many other virtuous qualities have 
attracted our esteem in so much as he is not only descended 
from illustrious ancestors but is adorned with so many 
eminent endowments of mind and body and temper, and 
has discharged in a manner highly praiseworthy many offices 
in the Cabinet, and has acquired so much experience in 
business, and recommended himself to his King by his 
inflexible integrity, and to all good men by his moderation 
and propriety of manners : So that, by our favour and 
benignity, we rightly judge him to be so much the more 
worthy of honour in proportion to the number of excellent 
qualities by which he is recommended to us : Therefore, in 
the Camp, and in the presence of the whole army, by the 
solemn rites usual among Christian Princes, but of our own 
accord and in the plenitude of our Royal power, have 
created the said Young a Knight, with gilt spurs ; and 
we have raised bim to this eminent rank, and bestowed 
on him all the honours, privileges, and immunities, 
liberties, rights, pre-eminences, and badges of distinction: 
by which, at any time, according to the customs and 
manners of any place by Roman Emperors or other Kings, 
have been conferred on this noble order of Golden Knights, 
with all and sundry prerogatives which have been granted 
them, as to hearing of Gold, or place of sitting, or pro- 
cession, or any other solemn and honorable meetings, so 
that among all Emperors, Kings, Dukes, Princes, Prelates, 
Free States, Counts, Barrons, Communities or Magestracies, 
etc., he may enjoy openly, perpetually, publicly, and in 
every place the pre-eminent dignities, prerogatives, and 
ornaments due, and may outshine others and excell them ; 
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nor shall any other person whatever usurp his honours, nor 
shall he be prevented or prohibited, either by word or deed, 
from exercising his prerogatives. And that the said Young 
may receive an additional proof of our benignity and 
clemency we take the arms of his family (or ancestors), and 
by our Royal authority, and as a perpetual memorial of 
this transaction, we add to the same, so that in the first of 
the three poles or wedges there shall be three yellow 
crowns, the emblem of our kingdoms, as the present parch- 
ment exhibits to the Life (or an exact model which is 
herewith presented) : and that he and his posterity of both 
sexes, etc., may possess, wear, and carry, publicly and openly, 
said armorial bearing, on all their tables, pictures, seals, 
sculpture, etc., We therefore crave of the most August 
and Powerful, most Illustrious, most Reverend, of the 
Illustrious Reverend, Generous, Magnificent, and most 
noble Emperors, Kings, Holy Father, Electors, and Princes, 
and Free States, Barons, and Communities, all and several 
in a friendly manner, benignantly and graciously (to comply 
with this our desire). But we charge and strictly command 
the Princes of our own kingdoms, Counts, Barons, Hobles, 
Prelates, Military Officers, Soldiers, and all the inhabitants 
of our Realm, that they regard the said Peter Young as a 
Knight of the most noble Golden Order, venerate and 
honour him as such, and that he have the free use and 
enjoyment of all the prerogatives, etc., which belong to 
the same, granted by us, and that they prevent his being 
denied these prerogatives in any respect or by any person’s 
malice : But, on the contrary, that they pay him all due 
honour, and discharge towards him all the offices of 
humanity for our sake, and promote the same by all proper 
means: But as to those who act otherwise, demeaning 
themselves maliciously and slanderously in opposition to 
this our Royal Grant, we subject such to a fine of Forty 
pounds of pure gold, the half thereof payable to our 
Procurator-Fiscal and the other half to be paid without 
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costs to the above-named Nobleman and Knight, Young. 
For confirmation of the same, we subscribe these presents 
with our own hand, and append thereto our Royal Seal. 

Done in our Camp at Dirjcavia on the 26th day of 
September One thousand six hundred and twenty-seven. 

(Signed) GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


note. 

The following Extract from Camden shows Sir Peter 
Young in a new light, viz., as the intelligent antiquary. 
Whether Sir Peter had anything to do with finding the 
Inveresk Roman stone or not, it appears that he was the 
recorder of the find, and had corresponded about it with 
Camden. 

“ I must not pass by an Inscription, which as I. Napier , 
1 ‘ a learned person, informs us in his Commentaries on the 
“ Apocalyps , was dug up here; and which the eminent Sir 
“ Peter Young , Knight, King Jdmes the Sixth’s Tutor, did 
“ thus more truly delineate. 

« APOLLINI 

“ GRANNO 

« Q. LYSIYS 

“ SABINIA 

« NYS 

“ PROC. 

« AYG. 

« Y.S.S.LY.M. 

Camden 7 s Britannia , vol. ii., second edition, page 1185 f 
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GRANTED BY 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, KING OF SWEDEN, 
BY PATENT 1627, 

TO 

PETER YOUNG, 

THIRD SON OF SIR PETER YOUNG OF SEATON, 
AND HIS POSTERITY. 
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